LESSON 5A:

Native Americans, Salmon, and

The Columbia River!

CONCEPT: Salmon have long
played an important role in the
cultures of Native Americans in the
Pacific Northwest. The salmon-
based cultures of the Northwest
value the salmon as more than Jjust
a food or an econenti
It is part of their sp:
ceremonial Z_

DIRECTIONS: Give students a copy of
“Historic Indian Tribes of the Pacific
Northwest” map. Have students color code
and label the rivers on their worksheet
that flow through the original land use
areas of the Native Americans. Have the
students separately list the names of
Indian Tribes located along the Columbia
and major tributaries (the exact number
and names are not too important at this
point). Now hand out the Tribal Reserva-
tions map and compare river access Native
Americans have on their reservations.

The point of this exercise 1s to impress
upon students that every choice has its
consequences. We are dealing here with
choices made in the past, and we can learn
from the consequences today. The choices
we make today and tomorrow will also
have their own consequences on the world
of the future.

How did the Indians living along the

Columbia and tributaries make use of the river historically?
How many or what percent of the salmon go to the Native Ameri-
cans now (Lesson 5B addresses this question)? If the salmon run on
the river where the fish is endangered or becomes extinct, how might this
affect treaties promising fishing rights? How should their usual and accus-
tomed places to fish be managed if these places are not in their reservation area?
Refer back to maps and calculate the percent of Columbia River and Snake River

access loss.

What if farmers take so much water to irrigate that it damages the spawning habitats or
the smolts’ ability to get out to the sea? How can Native American harvests be protected or
guaranteed if commercial fishermen, both American and international, are harvesting
downstream or in the sea, preventing Indians from exercising their fishing rights?

! This is a controversial subject area. The background information provided here is from “Indian Treaties and the Law: An
Oregon Curriculum.” The document is a good source of Native American perspectives. Activities, information, and photographs
provided help introduce students to this subject. The relationship of the salmon and the “salmon-based cultures” of the Pacific
Northwest, the treaties the Native Americans signed as they relinquished control of most of their lands, and their current role in
the management of the salmon make this an important perspective for all students.
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LAB: Invite Native Americans to discuss with your students the role of salmon in their
culture and to express their point of view from within their cultural value system. This is
an excellent juncture for interdisciplinary teaming to explore such questions as “How did
annual salmon runs affect the culture of the Native Americans?” “What does ‘salmon-
based culture’ mean?” “What role do the salmon play as a religious symbol?”

CONCLUSIONS: Salmon are more than just a food source or resource to exploit. Native
Americans in the Pacific Northwest have cultures based on a relationship with the salmon.
They continue to demand access to salmon and are acting to preserve the salmon runs.
Theirs is a unique position among the many interests that make choices about the Colum-
bia River system. This leads to the next lesson in which a different cultural value system
expresses itself and leads to different choices in the Columbia River Basin.
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