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August 10, 2008

Bonneville Power Administration
Public Affairs — DKC-7

P.O. Box 14428

Portland, OR 97293-4428

Re: Cascade Wind Project
To Whom It May Concern:

After reading the proponents application and doing extensive internet research
on protocols for siting and monitoring the impacts of wind turbines on birds and
other issues associated with industrial wind sites, I've decided that, for the
reasons stated below, it isn’t possible to write specific comments that would have
a chance of altering the path this proponent has taken. It appears to be simply a
matter of industry choosing a site.

The only thing green about wind power is the money the industry has used to buy
the boards of the environmental organizations in this country and to pave the way
to the corporate subsidies through the halls of Congress. There are no
mandatory siting criteria for any kind of studies. It simply appears to be what the
industry chooses to do, when they choose to do it, and how they choose to do it.
They have control over hiring the biologists. Biologists who more than likely
have a vested interest in continued employment with the industry to conduct
surveys with outcomes that benefit both themselves and the industry. The
industry has control over access to the site and monitoring bird kills. The public
is barred from access or independent studies. Industry controls the turbine
studies and the public is expected to believe their claims that this or that turbine
has more or less bird kills. What do you think the outcome of the studies will be?
The only oversight afforded the public would be the USFWS and the State
Wildlife agencies, who answer to people (politicians) whose positions depend on
the financial support of the industry. There are no protections for government
employees who go against industry or their politically appointed superiors, as
we’'ve recently seen with the U.S. Attorney General firings—an area one should
reasonably be able to presume would ethically and morally be beyond political
manipulation. There is no independent assessment of this industry and the
claims they make. There are no checks and balances.

Because of the amount of tax money available for these projects, there are
basically no limits or restrictions. They can and will build wherever the wind
blows. In the White Salmon Enterprise on August 9, 2007, Klickitat County
Commissioner, Don Struck, boasted that Klickitat County (which is directly across
the river from where this project is located) “...initially put a ceiling of 1,000 MW
of operating project in the county (speaking of the energy overlay zone for wind
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