
Department of Energy 
 

Bonneville Power Administration 
P.O. Box 3621 

Portland, Oregon 97208-3621 

                           

 CORPORATE 

September 21, 2005 
 
In reply refer to:  KDP-7 
 
Mr. Joseph Masin, President 
Electronic Identification Devices, LTD 
P.O. Box 40227 
Santa Barbara, CA  93140 
 
RE: FOIA Request #05-047 
 
Dear Mr. Masin: 
 
This letter responds to your Freedom of Information Act request to the Bonneville Power Administration.  
In your original letter of July 28, 2005, you requested copies of documents that contain the following 
information: 

1. Copy of the sole supplier contract(s) or agreements(s) between your agency and the vendor(s) for 
PIT Tags (Radio Frequency Identification Devices) used for the identification of fish, crabs, etc., 
if any. 

2. Copies of any and all addenda to such contract(s) or agreement(s) 
3. A list of all entities (organizations) to whom or on whose behalf the transponders were 

distributed. 
4. Memoranda, affidavits, recommendations or any document used by the agency to substantiate or 

support the agency’s decision to use the ISO 111784/85 complaint PIT tags (transponders) 
operating on 134.2 KHz frequency.All documents in BPA’s possession responsive to each of 
your requests are enclosed. 

 
If you are dissatisfied with this determination, you may make an appeal within thirty (30) days of receipt 
of this letter to Director, Office of Hearings and Appeals, Department of Energy, 1000 Independence 
Avenue SW, Washington, D.C. 20585.  The envelope and the letter must be clearly marked “Freedom of 
Information Act Appeal.” 
 
You agreed to pay fees up to $567.87 to process your request.  You will be sent an invoice under separate 
cover by our accounting department for this amount.  You will not be charged for the actual costs that 
were incurred beyond the $567.87 estimate.    
 
If you have any questions regarding this response, you may contact me at 503-230-7303. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Christina J. Brannon 
Freedom of Information Officer 
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PACIFIC STATES MARINE FfSHERIES COMMISSION

Jl.1n~ 1997

Charlc i Momll

Ch.1iml In --PIT Tilg Steering Committee
600 N. :apll~1 WilY

Olympil.WA9R50.J

Dave 'I ills
Co-ChI !nnan --PIT TiJg Steering Committee
93171' ~H\ry9'J.S.te.1
Vancoll VeT, W A 9&665

RE: 401 kHz PIT Tag System Failure Forecast

D~aI C: IilIles and Dave,

This Ie :er dcscribes the failure' rates of our ~xisting 400kHz PIT tag interrogatiOJl $Ystem components
and lhc lirC expectancy of this system along with associatcd costs. I will bcgin w.ith a d~scription of lhc
kcy ~! ~m comPoncnts and it sun1maty of O\lr requjremet1t for nu~mum spare pans invet1tory. Then, 1
will de. ;ribc the cquipm~nt los5e$ that wchilve e;,.pcri~nccd inthc past aJ.ld estimate funtrc failurcs based
upon 1I1 S e$\i~tc. Finally. [ will attempt to sumtnarize thcge numbers with a total cost c:sti~(c:. In
additjol ..will point out expens~s that arc nccc5sary'to provide infrostructureto suppon ANY PIT tag
interro.! irion syStem oh a longtemI bases If you require fuJ1J1et detail Ot e.~planation on any of this.
please :t me know

The gn: Itest UflCemmty in my mind abourkcepu\g the cxisling systcm running is whether or not the parts
require: to keepthc system running can be In.'lnufac~d. I have prelimiJlary infonnation from the
manuf' turer (Aspen Elec[ronics) thatthe equipment can be manufacturcd. but they are doublc checking
the soul;e of componentS and "vill have morc complete infomia~on somctime next week. Aspen
electro ICS currently has a vcrba13gtCem~nt with Destron Fearing to maI1uf~cture these p~s.

The inti rrogntion syS(cms d~loy~d O1t the main Snake Ri¥cr d3ms cQnsist of vilriO\IS electronic-
con\po:' :nlS. Some of these comPo~niS arc high failu~ items. Atnong 111eseare the ~xCl\cr, \hc: loop
tuner (!, ID1etimes callcd lhc 'black box) an4 Uae rcadcr card. The cxciler is used to energize a pair of
intel'tOll 'tion coils. We can usually Ii" a failed exciter. Som~umes thc C:\'Cil~r is ~yol\d repair and it is
canrtib:1 ized --that is, pans from a failed exciter arc U$C~ to lix another failed exciter. The loop tuner is
uscd to Idjust the frequency of the coil to matGh the frequency of the PIT tags so they caribc energiud
and rea: .Thc loop tuner is a 'po~lcd' component. This means tlJ;}t the sub~omponents that make up the
loop tu :r are sc"lcd ina resin or glue like ffi"terial that mak~s rcpair of 1lhe loop tuner impossible. Wilen
the 100\: runers fail, thcy must be discardcd. Thc reader cards decode thc o1nalog rndio signals and
translall those signals into (h~ numeric tag code that is storcd in the data!)ase. Most rc~dcr cards can be
repairet: at 111e sub.component level. None of lhe~ compQncnts are C\lrrenuy being manuft\Cturcd.

Thcre a: c two othcr kcy components of the system tl1at arc no longer beingmanufaclured, but we have
found 31 :emative eq\lipmenllo rcpJucc lost functionuJity. TI1e5e two componcnts arc the sta~rd bus
commY r 3nd the power supply. In 1995, wc purc~ed l3 controllerback:'plallcs (PN: 7108-51071) for
spare P;11S uscd io fix bad controllers Thcsccontroller back planes cost :uound $2,000 each. We ltavc
cxhausil dour supply of lhesc pans. Now, when a comrollcr f;li1s, \ve now inst.'lllllcw Pro-Log controllcrs
which ( 'St Clround $1,300 each. Excluding controllers used at the "experiment.'ll sitcs (e.g., Bonneville 2.

'.TI! promote tho: c()n"t!rV:I!I(III. .u.:vo:l.)pnll~nl ,Ind m;sn;sgel))'~I)( I)f Pdo;;iri~ ..",,:;(

I..i~h~ry 1-C't)l.r~t:!i through ';1)')r~lill~\.:~1 r.:gi.)n,1I rl::it';sr,h. moniltlrinl: ,'no;l utiliz,llillll'.

45 !; I:: M2ND DRIVl:. SUITE IOO~ GL,~DSTON£:.. OR£:.CON ')7027-2S~2

PHONE"t5011. fl50-5~()() F,\X 1503) 650.5~~()
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t;:\I'C;rIL6!' 10ol~11 ()(J(;

(. 4 ComroUers
2. 12 E:\Cl(CIS

3. 8 Loop Tuners
4. 6 Reader C:uds
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Thc foJ owing tablc shows equipmcnt losses and spare pans baiancc tl~ulgh today (11-Jun-97). Plcase
note tl., LtthiS infolnlationincludesonly equipmcm losscs " tlUlt is. it doe~i riot includoequipment tltat has
failed l\d tllal we lla..e successfully repaired: ~

The nc lIAble SUffiffiar1ZCS our cunent equipment balance and projected c:quiprnent los$e$ for I:hc re$lof
tru$ rei r. 1998 and 1999. Noticc lh4t this information indicates that we rulVC bonowcd loop ruriers from
lhe 1011 , Day instaJlation to ke~p tIle system running thi$ y~ar. Also noticl: that l1!ostof the spare parts
we ha, : no\y arc in need of repair and this tAble assumes lbj)t we canre1)'.I~a)l of these commnents.

~;\l't;fILE!. 10o,ulsLX>C:



~O()k1I. PIT Tag System Fai' :oreC3$\ --Junc. 199,
P;tgc ..

j.;/ J!\I't:YIL63', 'OoIOllrxx:
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Anolro: Infrnstructure item ~t needs to be nddressed for tlle longer tern1 m:l.int~nabllity of the PIT tag
intenol anon system is access to coil and monitor locations. Some of the Interrogation coils are accessible
only b:. a man lift or utilizing a safety harness connected to tlle facility S11per suucturc and worlcing from
a precil ious perch in ordcr to fix an interrogiltion coil. We recommend tll4lt c\lt-walk acccss be madc
availal, c to these hard to re:lthloc:1tions

Thesc .1St two it.cms. ~pJacement of the ne.~ conduit and insl3llation of I~at-walk access are high cost
items ,: 250,000. $550,0001) and need to be coordinated with the' US Army Corps of Engineers.

Here i: thc bottom line:

Minimum Spare Pans: $72,600
400X Controller Upgrad~: $96,7.50
Col.14uit I Cal~vaJk: $2~O.OOO -$550.000

.Total: S419.350 to $719,350

( hope I lat this letter provides the detailed information that is needed to !;upport a decision that
deternlll(;$ whcU\cr or not we attempt to keep the current Systcm aJivc for two moreyeafi.

Once al nin, if you need furthciinfonniltion or clarification on what 1 M"C presented herc, plc3se ltt mc
know.

SincCRI Y.

I I~/t.t~...c

Carter tein
PT AGI: ' Progrnm Manager

Cc PIT Tag Steering Committee
Stan Allen
Michelle Dchan .FPC
JolmRowan. SPA I PTAGIS COTR

i\PCPIL£~ I lO'.O800C
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