
Department of Energy 
 

Bonneville Power Administration 
P.O. Box 3621 

Portland, Oregon 97208-3621 

                           

     PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

February 1, 2007 
 
In reply refer to:  DK-7 
 
Mr. Dan Seligman 
Attorney at Law 
Columbia Research Corporation 
P.O. Box 99249 
Seattle, WA  98139 
 
RE:  FOIA Request #07-011 
 
Dear Mr. Seligman: 
 
This is your response to the request for information that you made to the Bonneville Power 
Administration (BPA), under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. 552, which was 
received January 3, 2007.  
 
In your request for: 
 
1. A copy of all communications between BPA and the U.S. Department of Energy 

from June 2005 to the present regarding the indictment of Jane Selby in federal 
district court in Oregon. 

 
 BPA has conducted a search of their files and have located and provided four documents 

that are responsive to your request.  Three of the documents are provided in their entirety 
marked pages 1 thru 11, 12 thru 15, 16, and 17; and one document marked page 18 has 
information deleted under Exemption 6 of the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. 552 (b)(6) respectively. 
 

2  A copy of all communications between BPA and Jane Selby or her lawyers, 
regarding the request, offer or suggestion to Selby that she plead guilty in federal 
district court in Oregon to a crime. 

 
 BPA has conducted a search of their files and have found no responsive documents. 
 
3. A copy of all communications between BPA Administrator Stephen Wright and 

other BPA personnel (or agents of BPA) regarding the request, offer or suggestion 
in number 2 above. 

 
 BPA has conducted a search of their files and have located one document that is being 

withheld in its entirety under Exemption 5 of the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. 552 (b)(5) respectively. 
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4. A copy of all notes from meetings or telephone conference calls prepared by BPA 
personnel or BPA agents, and a list of attendees or participants at the meetings or 
conference calls where the request, offer or suggestion in number 2 above was 
discussed; and 

  
 BPA has conducted a search of their files and have located and provided one document, 

marked page 19, that is responsive to your request and is being released in its entirety. 
 

5. A copy of all legal opinions or analysis prepared by or for BPA regarding the 
request, offer or suggestion in number 2 above, or regarding the authority of BPA to 
grant or withhold retirement, life insurance, health insurance or other benefits if 
Selby were to plead guilty to a crime.   

 
BPA has conducted a search of their files and have found no responsive documents. 

 
Exemption 5 protects from mandatory disclosure “inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or 
letters that would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with the 
agency. . .” Exemption 5 incorporates the deliberative process privilege which protects advice, 
recommendations, and opinions that are part of the process by which agency decisions and 
policies are formulated. 
 
Exemption 6 protects from mandatory disclosure “personnel and medical files and similar files 
the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.” 
In applying Exemption 6, the BPA considered balanced the public interest in disclosure against 
the privacy interests of the individual involved and concluded that the public interest in 
disclosure did not outweigh the adverse impact of disclosure on the individual. 
 
If you are dissatisfied with our determination, you may make an appeal within thirty (30) days of 
receipt of this letter to the Director of Office of Hearings and Appeals, Department of Energy, 
1000 Independence Avenue SW, Washington, DC  20585.  Both the envelope and the letter must 
be clearly marked “Freedom of Information Act Appeal.” 
 
You will be billed, under separate cover by our Accounting Department, in the amount of  
$127.15 for total costs associated with processing your request.  If you have any questions 
regarding this response, please contact me at (503) 230-7303 or Laura M. Atterbury,  
FOIA Specialist, at (503) 230-7305. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Christina J. Brannon 
Freedom of Information Act Officer 
 
Enclosure: Responsive documents 
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