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(3) By, to, or between any official, employee, or contractor of BPA, the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, or the National Marine 
Fisheries Service, and any member of Congress or their staff regarding or relating 
in any way to the 2008 Biological Opinion for the FCRPS. 

Withheld documents, if any, must be identified specifically and the basis for withholding 
explained. 

The request for documents, records, and correspondence should be interpreted as 
including, but not limited to, any and all correspondence, memoranda, e-mails, papers, maps, 
scientific or technical data, telephone logs, calendars, calendar notes, meeting notes, and notes 
documenting any communications, regardless of physical form or characteristics. Our request 
encompasses all documents and records, whether in draft or final form, in the possession of BPA, 
regardless of whether the documents or records were produced by employees or contractors of 
BPA. We would be glad to work with you and your staff to identify the documents sought in this 
letter. Please do not hesitate to call should you need clarification about whether certain 
documents fit within the parameters of this request. 

We trust that your response to our request will accord with the presumption in FOIA 
requests, recently articulated by the President, that "In the face of doubt, openness prevails." 
Accordingly, we trust that BPA will "act promptly and in a spirit of cooperation," and apply a 
"presumption in favor of disclosure." See Memorandum for the Heads of Executive 
Departments and Agencies, available at 
h t t p : / / w w w . w h i t e h o u s e . g o v / t h e q r e s s ~ o f f i c e / F r  (Jan. 2 1,2009). 

Fee Waiver 

The Freedom of Information Act and BPAYs implementing regulations permit the waiver 
of search and copy fees where the release of the information is in the public interest. See 
5 U.S.C. fj  552(a)(4)(A)(iii); 10 C.F.R. fj  1004.9(a)(8). This request satisfies these criteria. We 
provide the following information relating to the public benefits associated with this request and 
the entitlement of SOS to a fee waiver in this matter. 

Preservation and recovery of the Northwest's salmon and steelhead, particularly those in 
the Columbia and Snake Rivers, has been the subject of intense public interest and scrutiny even 
before many of these stocks were listed as threatened or endangered pursuant to the Endangered 
Species Act. As thousands of public comments, public meetings, Congressional hearings, and 
media attention demonstrate, protection and recovery of Northwest salmon and steelhead has 
spawned intense interest among many segments of the public, including environmentalists, 
commercial fishermen, state and federal legislators, and water resource users. Many of these 
groups, on all sides of the public discourse, are concerned that the federal government take the 
necessary steps to protect and recover listed salmon and steelhead stocks. The requested 






