
Department of Energy 
 

Bonneville Power Administration 
P.O. Box 3621 

Portland, Oregon 97208-3621 

                           

 PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
 

June 6, 2010 
 
In reply refer to:  DK-7 
 
 
Mr. Dan Seligman 
Attorney at Law 
P.O. Box 99249 
Seattle, WA  98139 
 

RE:  FOIA #BPA-2010-00335-F 
 
Dear Mr. Seligman: 
 
This letter is a partial response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request that you 
made to the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) for the following: 
 

A copy of all communications since August 27, 2009 between BPA and the U.S. 
Department of Energy regarding BPA’s existing or proposed contracts with Alcoa and 
Columbia Falls Aluminum Co. (“CFAC”) 
 

The majority of the responsive records are enclosed.  Some records were sent to Alcoa and/or 
CFAC for comment as required under Executive Order 12,600, because they may contain 
commercial or financial confidential information protected under Exemption 4.  BPA will 
complete its final response to your request when the required notification process is complete. 
 
As you know, the responsive records were reviewed by BPA and by the Department of Energy 
(DOE).  BPA and DOE redacted parts of some of the responsive records pursuant to 5 USC § 
552(b)(5) (Exemption 5).  BPA and DOE reviewed these redacted records to attempt to release to 
you all reasonably segregable portions of the redacted records. 
 
The redacted portions of the responsive records are pre-decisional and deliberative, have not 
been released outside of the executive branch of the government, and contain recommendations 
or opinions concerning policy issues about existing or proposed contracts with Alcoa and CFAC.  
The redacted portions do not reflect a final agency decision. 
 
In addition, some of the redacted material is protected by the attorney-client privilege.  This 
information contains confidential communications between and among BPA and DOE attorneys 
and its employees for the purpose of obtaining legal advice on issues involving existing or 
proposed contracts with Alcoa and CFAC.  These communications have not been released 
outside of BPA or DOE. 
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BPA and DOE have reviewed the redactions information for a discretionary release.  Here, 
however, a release will not further the public interest because a disclosure will inhibit BPA and 
DOE employees and attorneys to making honest and open recommendations concerning legal 
and policy matters that are essential to BPA programs. 
 
You may appeal, pursuant to 10 CFR 1004.8, the redactions by BPA and DOE.  The appeal must 
be made within thirty (30) calendar days of receipt of a letter denying any portion of the request.  
The appeal should be sent to the Director, Office of Hearings and Appeals, HG-1, U.S. L’Enfant 
Plaza Building, U.S. Department of Energy, 1000 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 
20585-1615. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ Christina J. Munro 
 
Christina J. Munro 
Freedom of Information Act/Privacy Act Officer 
 
Enclosure(s):  Responsive Documents 


