
Department of Energy 
 

Bonneville Power Administration 
P.O. Box 3621 

Portland, Oregon 97208-3621 

                           

 PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
 

October 25, 2010 
 
In reply refer to:  DK-7 
 
Dan Seligman, Attorney at Law 
Columbia Research Corporation 
PO Box 99249 
Seattle, WA 98139 
 

RE: BPA-2010-01695-F 
 
Dear Mr. Seligman: 
 
This is a final response to your request for information that you made to the Bonneville Power 
Administration (BPA) under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. 552.   
 
You requested: 
All communications between BPA and the Bonneville Environmental Foundation (“BEF”) 
between March 9, 2010, and the present regarding the existing 20-year contract between BPA 
and the BEF or the proposed substitute contract that BPA posted on its website on June 23, 2010. 
 
Response: 
BPA has provided all responsive documents in their entirety or with some information withheld 
and redacted under Exemption 4 of the FOIA.   
 
Exemption 4 protects “trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a 
person and privileged or confidential.”  Information that is required to be submitted by a person 
is “confidential” for purposes of Exemption 4 if disclosure is likely to either (1) impair the 
Government’s ability to obtain reliable and high quality necessary information in the future; or 
(2) cause substantial harm to the competitive position of the person from whom the information 
is obtained.  The information redacted under Exemption 4 is “commercial” or “financial” 
information because it relates to business activities.  The BEF that submitted this information is 
considered to be a “person” for purposes of Exemption 4.   
 
You may appeal, pursuant to 10 CFR 1004.8, the denial of information by BPA.  The appeal 
must be made within 30 calendar days of receipt of a letter denying any portion of the request.  
The appeal should be sent to the Director, Office of Hearings and Appeals, HG-1, U.S. L’Enfant 
Plaza Building, U.S. Department of Energy, 1000 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC   
20585-1615. 
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The written appeal, including the envelope, must clearly indicate that a Freedom of Information 
Act Appeal is being made.  The appeal must contain all the elements required by 10 CFR 1004.8. 
to the extent applicable. 
 
I appreciate the opportunity to assist you. Please contact Laura M. Atterbury, FOIA/Privacy Act 
Specialist at (503) 230-7305 with any questions about this letter. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
/s/ Christina J. Munro 
 
Christina J. Munro 
Freedom of Information Act/Privacy Act Officer 
 
Enclosure(s):  Responsive Documents 




