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August 31, 2007 
 
Bonneville Power Administration 
Public Affairs Office – DKC-7 
PO Box 14428 
Portland OR  97293-4428 
 
Subject: Draft Environmental Impact Statement - Comments 

Rebuild of the Libby (FEC) to Troy Section of BPA’s Libby to Bonners 
Ferry 115-kilovolt Transmission Line 

 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
The Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) appreciates the opportunity to 
comment on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the above referenced 
proposed project.  The proposed project crosses MDT roadways in at least five locations 
and the proposed realignment at Kootenai Falls proposes occupancy within the US 2 
right-of-way.   Our comments are general to what is required when any utility affects 
MDT right-of-way. 
 
From the document, we understand the five crossings are as follows:  

• BPA Mile 15 – ± 0.35 miles north of JCT with MT 37 on Secondary 567 (Pipe 
Creek Road) 

• BPA Mile 17-19 – ± 4.3 miles west of JCT with MT 37 on Secondary 260 
(Kootenai River Road) 

• BPA Mile 25-26 – ± Reference Post 22 on US 2 
• BPA Mile 30.7 – ± Reference Post 34 on MT 56 
• BPA Mile 32 – ± Reference Post 16 on US 2 

 
In addition to these crossings, there are also areas that the Transmission Line appears to 
be within or directly adjacent to MDT right-of-way. These locations are along Secondary 
567, Secondary 260, and US 2. 
 
Where the Transmission Line crosses or is within the MDT right-of-way, BPA will be 
required to follow the MDT System Impact Action Process (SIAP) to obtain a utility 
occupancy permit.  MDT will not grant an easement for the Transmission Line within the 
MDT right-of-way.  The System Impact Action Process is a coordinated internal review 
that MDT has developed for non-MDT initiated requests to enter or modify our right of 
way.  
 
In addition to the occupancy permits, BPA must also follow the SIAP review for any new 
access roads or modified existing approaches to MDT’s facilities.  Any of the access 
roads described in the document that tie into MDT’s highways must go through this 
process for approval.  
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We also have the following comments concerning clarifications and/or corrections to the 
DEIS:  

• Page S-3 – Removal of Existing Wood-Pole Structures – Within the MDT right-
of-way, this should be revised as follows: remove all structures completely and 
fill the hole with appropriate backfill.  Compact the backfill to prevent settling.  
Revegetate the disturbed area to match the existing surrounding area. 

• Page S-3 – Line Routing and Corridor – This section should note the MDT 
permitting requirements listed above. 

• Page S-15 – Vegetation Mitigation Measures – In the bullet “Cooperate with 
private, county, and federal landowners,” add “state” landowners to this bullet. 

• Page 2-3 – 2.2.1 Line Routing and Corridor - This section should note the MDT 
permitting requirements listed above. 

• Page 2-4 – 2.2.2 Transmission Structure Design –This section should note that 
BPA must coordinate with MDT on height requirements when crossing MDT 
facilities.  

• Page 2-9 – 2.2.5 Access Roads – If access roads require approaches to an MDT 
facility, BPA must follow the MDT system impact process.  The design of all 
approaches must take the safety of the traveling public into account. 

• Page 3-17 – 3.2.1 Affected Environment Table 3-9 – The state of Montana land 
ownership does not include the MDT facilities.  MDT will assist you in making 
this determination once the total area evaluated is known. 

• Page 3-209 – 3.12 Transportation, Roads – Pipe Creek Road (Secondary 567) and 
Kootenai River Road (Secondary 260) are Secondary highways that fall under 
MDT jurisdiction, they are not county roads.  Please make this correction 

• Page 3-209 – Table 3-58 – The title of the table is incorrect.  It should be “Annual 
Average Daily Traffic (AADT) within the Project Area”.  We reviewed the 
numbers within the table and they do not match the MDT count information.  I 
have included a new table with the correct numbers. 

 
Table 3-58 Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADT) within the Project Area 

Road 2003 2004 2005 
US Highway 2 3880 4100 3830 
State Highway 56 770 1000 1000 
Kootenai River Road 680 670 690 
Pipe Creek Road (S-567) 1100 1010 1250 

 
• Page 4-9 – 4.10.6 Transportation Permits – This section only discusses the 

permits for the transportation of large loads.  The permits discussed previously are 
also transportation permits.  The language may need to differentiate between 
permits for access to the transportation system and permits required for the 
transport of materials.   Please make the necessary changes to this section. 
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Again, thank you for the opportunity to comment.  If you have any questions concerning 
MDT’s comments or corrections, please contact me at (406) 444-9456 or email at 
jriley@mt.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jean A. Riley, P.E. 
Program and Policy Analysis Bureau 
Rail, Transit & Planning Division 
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