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5.0  INDUSTRY RESTRUCTURING: focus on RTO-West (regional transmission organization) development and the Standard Market Design (SMD) issues.  The SMD issue is currently a proposed Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) rulemaking.  FERC has called for formation of regional transmission organizations, and has released a SMD proposal aimed at greater standardization in the nation's bulk power markets.  Congress also continues to pursue restructuring legislation.  These national initiatives could have major impacts on the Northwest.  The SMD proposal requires the agency to successfully address the workload associated with these issues.  Industry Restructuring will continue to pursue development of RTO West, focusing particularly on protecting rights of existing customers and on limiting the exposure of existing regional loads to congestion pricing.
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