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4.0 GENERAL COUNSEL

General Counsel provides legal expertise, which supports BPA programs through legal advice and representation in the general areas of transmission, natural resources, power, lands, Federal resources and treaties, generation and finance, personnel, and ratemaking.

4.2 POWER
The Power staff provides the Administrator/CEO and the Power Business Line with legal advice and risk assessment services; negotiation and alternative dispute resolution services; and represents the agency and business line in all areas of litigation and judicial appeals regarding BPA’s statutory and contractual responsibilities with respect to power marketing, contracts, rates, energy efficiency, resource acquisition, renewable resource policy matters, and Federal Projects.  Power also advises on matters of acquisition of transmission services by the business line and participation in deregulation activities at the state and Federal levels.  Staff also participates in the administrative and regulatory proceedings and negotiations before Hearings Officers in general financial areas (average system cost, budget process, and repayment), utility ratemaking before the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC), and retail ratemaking authorities throughout the Northwest and California.

4.3 CORPORATE/FISH AND WILDLIFE
The Corporate and Fish and Wildlife Staff provides the Administrator/CEO with legal advice regarding matters relating to the Columbia River Treaty and agreements permitting BPA to use additional Canadian storage.  It is also responsible for and represents the agency on issues relating to legal matters pertaining to BPA’s nuclear program (including Supply System), procurement, torts, Freedom of Information Act/Privacy Act, employee claims, ethics, conflicts of interest, financial disclosure, personnel, labor, EEO, aircraft, copyright and computer security issues, protection of fish and wildlife resources under the Northwest Power Act and Endangered Species Act, water rights, and environmental compliance under the National Environmental Policy Act, legal issues related to expenditure authority, budget, risk management and finance matters, including issuing bonds related to debt or financing of resource acquisitions, refinancing of such bonds, and issues relating to BPA’s authority to issue bonds to the US Treasury (or to the general public as authorized by Law), and to incur obligations.

4.4 TRANSMISSION
The Transmission Staff provides the Administrator/CEO and the Transmission Business Line with legal advice and risk assessment services; negotiation and alternative dispute resolution services; and represents the agency and business line in all areas of litigation and judicial appeals regarding BPA’s statutory and contractual responsibilities with respect to transmission services, contracts, rates, telecommunications (including fiber optics), land acquisition and management issues.  Staff also participates in the administrative and regulatory proceedings and negotiations regarding transmission rates, terms and conditions before Hearings Officers and before FERC.  Staff also monitors developments at FERC with respect to open access transmission, standards of conduct, and deregulation.
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