Utility Sounding Board (USB) Call Summary

January 11, 2006

USB members in attendance via phone:

· Brent Barclay – Columbia River PUD

· Jay Himlie – Mason Co. PUD #3

· Mike Little – Seattle City Light

· Keith Lockhart – Springfield Utility Board

· Kathy Moore – Umatilla Electric/PNGC

· Tom Schumacher – Benton Co. PUD

· Mary Smith – Puget Sound Energy

· Dan Villalobos – Inland Power and Light

(Peter Anderson was not in attendance.)

BPA staff in attendance at various times:

· Bruce Cody (RTF issues)

· Karen Meadows

· Tom Hannon (Small utility short course)

· Ken Keating (PTCS™ Training/Certification)

· Ottie Nabors (PTCS™ Training/Certification)

· Jean Oates

· Mark Ralston (EER)

· Mira Vowles

Handouts

· Agenda

· Regional Technical Forum Agenda (1/10/06) and draft Meeting Notes (12/12/05)

· Summary of 12/14/05 USB Meeting

March Workshop (Mira Vowles)

· USB suggestions related to the workshop:

· Panelists and a moderator are needed for the residential appliances session.  Rather than panelists for residential appliances, make this an informational session to look at standards or other issues.

· Vendor/supplier or non-utility session:  

· Invite Energy Trust of Oregon (ETO) to discuss public power opportunities and overlap between ETO and public utility service territories.  Discuss opportunities to co?-market and promote activities, as small utilities can’t afford to pay for high-priced media. 

· ETO has a different set of guidelines/rules.  Discussing ETO programs could cause confusion for utilities.

· The non-utility session could be more about program marketing than measure-specific, including lessons learned.  

· Puget Sound Energy is a candidate for the non-utility session; they have worked with a number of third parties, and can share that experience.  (Suggested by BPA – Mary Smith was not present for this part of the call.)
· Other suggestions:  PECI re grocery initiative; Northwest Energy Efficiency Alliance (Alliance) re ENERGY STAR® Homes.

· Having an industrial consultant participate in the third party session was not considered a good idea because it excludes other firms that might want to showcase their services and experience.
· If the Alliance is included in a session, it would be most helpful if they could provide a brief summary of what they are currently doing, information as to how utilities can use the Alliance as a resource, and the Alliance’s plans for coordinating with utilities.
· Add a session, or incorporate into session 9a, a thorough discussion of the potential grocery store initiative.
· Karen will provide a summary of what the Alliance will cover in their Industrial workshop on 3/3. 

· The Alliance may be asked to participate briefly in one session in each track to provide basic information.  They also will have a vendor booth at the networking reception.

· Ralph Cavanagh, scheduled 3/1 lunch speaker is unable to attend due to a board meeting.  Who should the speaker be?  Suggestions:

· Energy manager from large Northwest industry

· Utility general manager

· Representative from Springfield, Oregon, schools

· Richard Beam from Providence Hospital – could speak on experiences at their facilities across the region

· David Hawk – Simplot (food processing)

· Boise Cascade

· Weyerhaeuser

· Mira proposed a fuel cell tour at Tri-Met (Portland area transit system) on 2/28, prior to the RTF system training.  

· Workshop registration statistics as of 1/9:

· 62 utility reps signed up for the workshop

· 26 signed up for RTF (PTR) System Training

· 24 vendors registered 

· Residential is the most popular track

RTF Meeting Recap (Bruce Cody)

· RTF 1/10 meeting highlights and USB discussion

· Roof top HVAC scoping contract:

· Roof top units are problematic from a technical perspective.  They have the potential for producing a lot of savings, but there are lots of challenges to acquiring these savings including market barriers.  Mark Cherniak has been hired by the RTF to develop a scoping workplan to define and address the issues.  

· Revised low-rise multifamily new construction savings and cost effectives:

· Tom Eckman corrected some assumptions in his prior analysis – relatively minor changes; in the future, the RTF may look at full slab insulation.

· Addition to the RTF agenda:  Tim Steele, BPA mechanical engineer, described the PECI energy savings calculator (for grocery stores).  BPA has contracted with a refrigeration expert to review the calculator and calculator assumptions. This expert’s assessment is due 1/15.

· Residential weatherization specifications:  The RTF recommended accepting the revised specs submitted by Adam Hadley, a BPA mechanical engineer.  

· The USB was concerned about the change from U-0.35 to U-0.30 for windows.  That number is a whole-house average; not all windows need to meet that standard.  

· Some USB members feel that window specs should change to U-0.30 when the code changes.  They also questioned availability of the windows.
· A USB member pointed out that this is a higher standard than is currently required for Energy Star home windows and that consistency in window specifications is important.

· Adam/Bruce will develop and send to the USB a side-by-side comparison of the current vs. revised specifications that also address issues that have been raised. The USB requested this issue be an agenda item for the 2/8 meeting.  

· Projected RTF research budget for fiscal year 2006 is $300,000 which will cover initial development for the following projects: 

· Commercial packaged roof top AC

· Evaporative fans control, measurement and verification protocol development and field testing.

· Energy Smart Grocer program evaluation statement of work development.

· New commercial construction baseline and measurement and verification protocol development.

· Pre-rinse spray head measure savings evaluation statement of work development.

· Federal Energy Act implications for measure savings/program design.

· Review savings estimates for regional utility/SBA programs.

· New technology reviews/evaluations.

· Member special project support.

· Regional conservation progress tracking.

· Meetings.

· Carbon offset:  Jeff King gave a presentation (available on RTF web site: http://www.nwcouncil.org/energy/rtf/meetings/2006_01/Estimating CO2 Reduction 011006.pdf
· Carbon offset vs. 10 percent conservation credit:  The 10 percent is locked in by law; anything monetized ($1.19 per ton/carbon) will affect the 10 percent.  Offsets were never added to the value of savings.  Might have an effect post-2009.  Oregon government task force is looking at a CO2  cap and trade program that would be applied to retail utilities. The task force goal is to have a plan developed by summer of 2006 for a possible implementation in Post-2009.

· This isn’t a BPA question.

· The preliminary results of the Scientific Irrigation Scheduling study were reviewed by the RTF.  The RTF determined that SIS is a cost-effective resource and recommended that BPA designate it as a cost-effective measure for BPA’s Post-2006 initiatives.  

· BPA needs to put SIS in place quickly since SIS would need to be presented to irrigators in the next week or two. 

· BPA will develop a clear definition of approved measures and how to qualify.  Lift, pump efficiency, crop, and location are the major inputs that drive savings in the calculator.  An upgraded calculator will be available in January.

· The next RTF meeting is tentatively scheduled for 3/7.

In general, the USB’s role in reviewing RFT recommendations is to provide feedback to BPA on implementation, timing, and sequencing issues. For SIS, there is a separate utility group that has been involved in the development and review of SIS recommendations.
PTCS™ Training and Certification (Ken Keating/Ottie Nabors)

· Based on feedback from the USB, BPA has combined PTCS duct certification and training under one vendor.  The vendor will also keep a registry of certified vendors, track training, and maintain a central database.  

· The request for proposals (RFP) for the training will be sent to potential bidders within the next two weeks.  The RFP emphasizes the need for a training plan within a week after a contract is awarded, which should be in late March.  Funding for the training will come from the Energy Efficiency infrastructure budget.  

· There won’t be a duplication of site visits – only one quality assurance visit per site and one point of contact for vendors.  

· The USB expressed its appreciation to BPA for “doing the right thing,” and for being so responsive.  One team member said, “That’s what this group is about.”

Small Utility Short Course (Tom Hannon)

· Energy Efficiency is in the process of developing a Small Utility Handbook that will include materials to explain and provide information about the new Conservation Rate Credit (CRC) and Conservation Acquisition Agreements (CAA) for utilities with loads of 7.5 aMW or less.  The handbook will also include marketing materials, education pieces for consumers, and information on what other utilities are doing in specific sectors.  

· The Small Utility Short Course is a half-day, traveling seminar that will present the materials described above to small utilities.  Seminars may be at a central location near several small utilities, and some seminars in rural locations may be on an individual utility basis.  The seminar will explain the new BPA initiatives and expectations for programs, and suggest ways utilities with limited staff can comply with the CRC and CAA Guidelines.

· Tom will send materials to the USB for review.  

BacGen (Karen Meadows)

· BPA is in the process of renewing the BacGen contract and asked for USB feedback.  

· Technologies are available other than through BacGen, such as a technology developed by the Japanese that uses wells to aerate the water.  This requires less land area than traditional water and wastewater treatment plants, but is most applicable for new construction.  This technology would have to be approved by the RTF before BPA would consider the measure’s eligibility for funding. 

Grocery Store Initiative (Karen Meadows)

· An option BPA is exploring for the grocery initiative structure:

· BPA signs a contract with PECI to pay for energy savings, with clear utility coordination requirements.
· Energy Efficiency Representatives would solicit utility interest in participating in the PECI program.

· The contract with PECI would specify that BPA would not fund PECI work in a utility’s service territory unless the utility agrees to participate. 

· Some utilities want to get credit for savings for services that occur in their territory.  

· If the utility plans to claim the savings under the CRC for measures installed in its service territory, the utility reimburses BPA for the amount paid to PECI.

· An adjustment to the utilities CRC monthly credit could be complicated and was not acceptable to all utilities.  For some utilities, reimbursing BPA via check was more acceptable.
· Reimbursement/credit levels would be the same for all participating utilities.  

· This initiative would probably fit under either the CRC or CAA.  

· Several utilities are interested in contracting directly with PECI.  They are free to do so, but the administrative costs to do so will be much higher than using a BPA contract.  It might also jeopardize the ability of the smaller utilities to participate, as PECI probably would not want to participate in a regional program if the larger utilities sign separate contracts.  

· Karen will provide a description of how this initiative might work, including funding, for the USB to take to their managers for review and feedback.  Also, provide principles for non-utility delivery activity.

· Provide sufficient time for review and discussion about how to best structure third party programs like this, don’t rush development of this grocery store initiative.

· Question for PECI: What would happen if the vendor (PECI in this case) is working on projects in one geographical region and a utility in another geographical region has an immediate need for services in its area, e.g., for a store that is planning an immediate remodel?  

USB Member Replacement Guidelines (Karen Meadows)

The USB approved the following USB Member Replacement guidelines:

· Immediately replace members who leave the USB, rather than wait until a scheduled rotation.

· The first rotation will occur in October 2006.  After that rotation, they will occur each October and April.  Three USB members will rotate off the team at each rotation.  

· We need to develop criteria for replacements.  Ask for volunteers; if replacing an eastside member, seek volunteers from eastside utilities; same for westside.  Also, target small and large utilities as needed to keep a mix of representatives from the region.
· The USB will review the list of potential replacements and provide recommendations to BPA.
Action Items

	BPA
	· Adam/Bruce to send a side-by-side comparison of the revised residential weatherization specifications to the USB and to address issues that have been raised. This topic will be added to the 2/8 USB meeting agenda.  

· Invite Alliance to participate in the workshop on a limited basis.

· Provide a summary of what the Alliance will cover in their Industrial workshop on 3/3

· Tom to send Small Utility Handbook and Short Course materials to the USB for review.

· Karen to provide a description of how the grocery store initiative (and other non-utility delivered programs) might be structured and a list of principles for third-party activities in the region.

· Karen is developing a plan to achieve energy savings targets over the next three years and will present the draft plan at the 2/8 face-to-face meeting.

· Draft criteria for USB replacements.

	USB
	· Provide names of potential workshop panelists and moderators to Mira Vowles.

· Who should be the lunch speaker for the first day of the workshop, 3/1?


Next Meetings

	· February 8, 2006:
	Face-to-face meeting, 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

	· March 8, 2006:
	Conference call, 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.  (May skip this call due to the Workshop.  TBD Feb. 8.)  


Potential Agenda Items for Next Meeting:  

· Preview/discuss content for March workshop.

· Discussion of hard to reach market segments or technologies.

· Peer sharing

· Value of EnVinta and how to market it more effectively

· BPA incentive level changes (standing agenda item as needed)

· Residential weatherization specification changes
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