
Utility Sounding Board (USB) Call Summary

February 8, 2006

USB members in attendance via phone:

· Brent Barclay – Columbia River PUD

· Peter Anderson – Kootenai Electric Cooperative
· Jay Himlie – Mason Co. PUD #3

· Mike Little – Seattle City Light

· Keith Lockhart – Springfield Utility Board

· Kathy Moore – Umatilla Electric/PNGC

· Tom Schumacher – Benton Co. PUD

· Mary Smith – Puget Sound Energy

BPA staff in attendance at various times:

· Adam Hadley (Heat Pump Requirements)
· Tom Hannon (EnVinta)

· Karen Meadows

· Ottie Nabors (PTCS™ Training/Certification)

· Rosalie Nourse (Jump Starting Conservation notebook)

· Jean Oates

· Margaret Lewis (EER)

· Mira Vowles

Handouts

· Agenda

· March Workshop agenda (2/7/06 draft)

· Industrial Energy Efficiency Forum flyer (Northwest Energy Efficiency Alliance (NEEA))

· EnVinta materials
· Alliance to Save Energy letter re tax web site

· Jump Starting Conservation 2007 – 2009 notebook draft table of contents and water heater measure description example 

· BPA Heat pump requirements changes for 2007

· Excerpt from Draft Energy Efficiency Conservation Plan (1/31/06)

· Summary of 1/11/06 USB conference call
March Workshop (Mira Vowles)

· USB members will have badges that identify them as such at the workshop.
· Kathy will introduce the USB members and talk about the USB, i.e., rotation, charter, etc.

· Session 9A – How non-utility delivery work will be implemented (w/ the utility), types of activities, funding, BPA guidelines for activities such as the Grocery Initiative.

· Tom Schumacher is unable to attend the workshop.

· Additional auditors will be invited to the reception.  Mira requested USB members provide contact information for their auditor so she can invite them to the reception.
· Write-ups from panelists are due to Mira by Friday 2/10 (1-page summary, bullet items, contact info, other materials).
· Session 4C – Add how BPA interfaces with the Regional Technical Forum (RTF), the RTF role in technical issues, and the USB role in feedback on implementation issues.  
· Mira will send information on the NEEA 3/3 Industrial Forum to all Workshop registrants.
· Provide a link on the USB/BPA utility web site to information about the Washington State University 2006 Energy Outwest Conference "Sustainability: One House at a Time," April 10‑14, 2006, Portland, Oregon.  Web site: capps.wsu.edu/EOW or www.energyoutwest.org/index.html
· Mira asked for suggestions on who could speak about Federal Energy Tax Incentives?  Puget Sound Energy was suggested.  Have a page of links and information about events, along with summaries to hand out at the workshop.

· Tax Incentives Assistance Project (TIAP) provides information about credits available for systems placed in service from January 1, 2006, through December 31, 2007.  Web site:  http://www.energytaxincentives.org/tiap-home-heat-cool-equip.html
EnVinta Energy Achiever (Tom Hannon)

· Are energy savings achieved just by going through the EnVinta process?
· The software is left with the utility.  

· EnVinta One-2-Five has benchmarking and maybe tracking; they provide training.

· USB would like to try, i.e., see or use a demo, before giving a recommendation to key accounts staff.  
· Flathead used Energy Achiever with a regional medical center.  It’s working well.  The management team is trying to build an energy plan.  

· Plum Creek Timber used EnVinta One-2-Five.
· The software would probably not be available through the USB web site, as there are training and licensing issues.  

· A fact sheet about EnVinta Energy Achiever would be useful.

· NEEA may have extra EnVinta licenses.  BPA will obtain more information about this.
Incentive Levels/Power Function Review 2 (Karen Meadows)

· BPA doesn’t want to create a disincentive to doing conservation.  
· Generating utilities say if conservation isn’t added back into net requirements they may not do conservation.  If the allocation is changed, there will be no conservation at all.
· A proposal is being considered:  Conservation from 2002 will be added in; conservation on utilities own dime may be added in.  If BPA takes credit for that conservation, the region may not meet its targets.

· USB recommended adding a brief report on the PFR-2 and long-term regional dialog progress/issues as a standing agenda item.

· BPA can also provide statistics on utilities participating in the Early Start and achievements to date (standing agenda item).
Conservation Plan (Karen Meadows)

· What can BPA do to acquire kWhs?

· Will be public document

· Report – RTF and EE Database – quarterly

· Evaluate by sector – actual

· Evaluate naturally occurring conservation, include NEEA baseline – re-evaluation.

· Evaluate both the impacts and processes of specific initiatives.

· Clarify what’s in the pie chart categories, e.g., what’s included in HVAC?
· Clarify what computer power management is.

· Karen will send the full plan to the USB once it is internally reviewed.  

Infrastructure Needs (Karen Meadows)

· Karen asked the USB for infrastructure ideas suggestions for Hard to Reach markets.

· There’s a need to reach architects and engineers (PSE and SCL may have suggestions).

· NEEA does a lot of hospitals under market transformation.  Their goal is to get hospital management to understand that energy efficiency is good and profitable.  Energy Efficiency Representatives (EERs) could coordinate hospital activities with NEEA.  
· Where should limited Technical Services Provider (TSP) funds go?  

· Screen TSP projects; consider having an end-user agreement that they will install certain measures.

· The Northwest Power and Conservation Council (Council) industrial analysis is weak.

· Commercial New Construction program – this is a key priority under infrastructure.  

· How can BPA acquire more kWhs for lighting in the commercial and residential sector?  Need to double the MWs per year.  
· More utilities participating

· Look at willingness to pay in 2006 vs. 2007. 

· Engage trade allies.  One vendor aligned material costs with BPA ESO+ incentives.

· Very incentive driven – utilities will need to add to BPA’s incentives.

· Send CFL lessons learned.  
Jump Starting Conservation (JSC) 2007 – 2009 (Rosalie Nourse)

· The USB will receive the materials in the notebook via e-mail; comments from that limited review are due to BPA by 2/14. 
Heat Pump Requirements (Adam Hadley)

· Now everything’s considered an upgrade, even converting from oil heat and new homes, gas back-up.

· PTCS™ required (heat pump commissioning certification and duct sealing).

· Efficiencies have been increased to match federal standards.

· No “per installation” fees - BPA pays through infrastructure funds.

· Budgeted for 10 percent field inspection for quality assurance.

· Will COTR oversight include field inspections? 

· Utilities make final call on whether “substantial amount of ductwork is outside of conditioned space.”  

· If the duct system can’t be made to meet the PTCS standards, then no incentive is allowed.

· Service provider = BPA contractor.  Technicians are trained by the service provider.

· If ductwork isn’t outside conditioned space, but “leaky enough,” non-BPA testing can lead to "Crawlspace" reimbursement.

· Duct sealing spec’s not changing.  PTCS certified technicians will be grandfathered in (3-day training).NEEA duct training (2-day) for new home -- not grandfathered for “non-new homes”.  

· BPA training capped at $1,200 per day.  It may require a utility contribution, including space/room.

· Commissioning required for all heat pumps.  There are three components:

· Controls

· Air flow

· Refrigerant charge

· A 7 percent discount may be available on the True Flow plate cost if a minimum quantity is met.

· If a utility wants to purchase contractor equipment costs as an administrative expense, it must meet the guidelines in Appendix A of the Implementation Guidelines.

· Early adopters can require contractors to use provisional certificate -- NCR form (no carbon required paper - five copies; form will be available after 3/1.)  Contractor certifies that he’ll be trained and then revisit the installation.  Copes go to the service provider and utility.  This can’t be claimed under CRC unless the utility receives that copy.  

· First training will be at the end of March for commissioning (will include True Plate).

· Early adopters should have priority for training sessions.  EERs will coordinate. 

· Balance point, load calculation - utility responsibility; can be required of heat pump vendor.  This could be added to JSC notebook. 

· Probably too expensive to retro-commission existing heat pumps (PSE is piloting).

· Adam can incorporate comments until 2/16/06.

· Overriding document is the Post 2006 Conservation Programs Implementation Guidelines - CRC and CAA Approved Working Draft (11/18/05).  Note and page references will be added to the JSC notebook.  

USB Member Rotation and Criteria (Mira Vowles, All)

· First rotation 10/06/06.

· Need to establish rotation schedule.

· Karen will retain the list of interested parties.

· Solicit interest every 6 months.

· Replace Dan Villalobos now.  Karen will send a list of candidates.

· Will propose/finalize the rotation out later.  Keith, Peter volunteered for 10/06, and Dan’s replacement will rotate out 10/07.

· Specify a minimum of 2-years of energy efficiency experience.

· Balance utility size, medium or large, based on number of customers.

· Future quarterly face-to-face meetings.
Grocery Store Update (Karen Meadows)

· Cheapest, easiest – BPA contracts and CRC funding can’t be used.

· Conservation Rate Credit (expense $) can’t be mixed with BPA capital funds.

· If all CRC (expense), we’d need to set up a reimbursable account and that may need to be considered in the rate case. 
· Allow CRC funding through utilities contracting directly with PECI – could be marginally cost effective.

· Jay mentioned that PECI Savings with a Twist required upfront payment of “declaration of intent” with true up later; based on store SF.  CRC set-aside.
· Vending Mi$er – utility had option to contract with vendor.  However, with the grocery store program, PECI would increase administrative costs if they have to negotiate contracts with each utility.

· It was suggested that a standard agreement could be developed that utilities could run by their legal staff, and either opt in or not.

· Karen confirmed that the PECI grocery store program will include a customer contribution.

· Mary suggested that utilities could get recognition through a follow-up letter (PSE does this).

· BPA requires PECI to include the utility at the table when presented to management.

· RTF sub-committee is evaluating savings model.

· Cascade Engineering hired to evaluate PECI model.  Strip curtain savings in contention.  

Commercial New Construction (Karen Meadows)

· Regional meeting upcoming.  PSE will be invited.  First step to see what everyone is doing.  SCL just finished an evaluation of their Commercial New Construction Program.

Action Items

	BPA
	· Provide a link on the USB/BPA utility web site to information about the Washington State University 2006 Energy Outwest Conference(Oates)
· Fact sheet about EnVinta Energy Achiever (Hannon/Meadows)
· PFR-2 progress/issues (Meadows)
· Early Start and achievements

	USB
	· 


Next Meetings

	· March 8, 2006:
	Conference call, 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 

	· April 12, 2006:
	Face-to-face meeting, 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 


Potential Agenda Items for Next Meeting:  

· PFR-2 progress/issues (standing agenda item)
· Early Start and achievements update (standing agenda item)
· Debrief from workshop

· Have moderators report session issues.

· Discuss new candidate for Dan’s position on the USB.
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