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“We are addicted to fossil fuels”

Symptoms:
Acute national insecurity: “Paying 

for both sides of the war on terror”
Economic hemorrhaging: 

Washington lost $16.5 Billion in 2008 
Oregon lost $9.4 Billion

Fever:





http://www.time.com/time/magazine/0,9263,7601060403,00.html
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Treatments for addiction
• Gas tax holiday:  Cheaper drugs
• More drilling and mining:  

Increase the supply of drugs
• Forget it!

Quit: Steadily
reduce dependence…..

….by building a clean 
energy economy….



CAP climate pollution
Policy commitment to steadily 
reduce fossil fuel dependence

…and a platform for 
launching a green economy



May I be granted

Serenity to accept the things I cannot 
change

Courage to change the things I can

Wisdom to know the difference



……Wisdom to know the difference



Hope is a stance, 
not a calculation 

- Frances Moore Lappe



How much do we have to reduce climate pollution?
to “a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic 
interference with the climate system.”

How much is that?
Avoid increase in average global temperature > 2 
degress F from today’s levels

How much is that?
Stabilize the concentration of GHGs at 350-450 ppm

So how much do we have to reduce climate pollution?

50-80% below 1990 by 2050; > 80% in U.S.
Avoiding Dangerous Climate Change – Cambridge University Press

....but for those of us who need a little calculation…





Stabilization Wedges:  
Solving the climate problem 
for the next 50 years with 
current technologies

S. Pacala and R. Sokolow
Science 13 August 2004: 
Vol. 305. no. 5686, pp. 968 - 972 
DOI: 10.1126/science.1100103

Solutions





Why efficiency is wedge #1 
… and 2 and 3

1. Get the tons:  

14 million tons CO2 reduction 
from power sector alone in 2007

Vast potential now, more over 
time



Efficiency and Conservation Efficiency and Conservation 
transport buildings

industry power

lifestyle

How big is a wedge?
2 billion cars @ 60 mpg
25% res/comm savings





Why efficiency is wedge #1 
… and 2 and 3

1. Get the tons
2. A+ economics, negligible environmental 

impact
$1.6 Billion in 2007
Take it back:  $16 B in WA, $9B in OR
Reducing demand makes everything 
cheaper
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Saving 7 million kWh per year 
– power for 420 homes per year
Saving $452,000 per year
16.57% Return on Investment
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Source: McKinsey & Co.

WHAT WOULD IT COST?
Many steps 
projected to 
save money

Overall costs: 
~$0.1-$1.4 trillion;

~1% of GWP or 
less



Why efficiency is wedge #1 
… and 2 and 3

1. Get the tons

2. A+ economics, negligible 
environmental impact

3. We can all do it and we can all 
benefit

Get your wedge on!



But… 2 “lessons” that hold us back

low-hanging fruit

Reach high, and 
get renewables too



But… 2 “lessons” that hold us back

“Efficiency” not 
conservation



Suppose it had been…..

http://www.zimbio.com/go/http:/thehotchick.net/wp-content/uploads/2009/02/20090203-90202w2_cruz_p_b_gr_03.jpg


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=18Bpy4EvivI

SEX
=

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=18Bpy4EvivI


The average new 
Ford gets fewer MPG 
than the Model T

Policy mattersPolicy matters::
US fuel economy standards worldUS fuel economy standards world’’s s weakest; ; 
automakers in declineautomakers in decline

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.carword.com/special/ford100/1914%2520Ford%2520Model%2520T%2520touring%2520car_385.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.carword.com/special/ford100/1.aspx&h=752&w=1000&sz=96&hl=en&start=2&tbnid=GMfAM7wnJS1C_M:&tbnh=112&tbnw=149&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dmodel%2Bt%2Bford%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26rls%3DDELA,DELA:2006-01,DELA:en


What you can do now

• Get it: climatesolutions.org
• Do it: this crowd invented it
• Change it:

OR:  Healthy Climate Partnership
jamie@climatesolutions.org

WA: 1Sky Washington
joelle@climatesolutions.org

National:  1Sky.org



2 thoughts to leave you with….
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