Utility Sounding Board (USB) Call Summary

March 8, 2006

USB members in attendance via phone:

· Peter Anderson – Kootenai Electric Cooperative

· Brent Barclay – Columbia River PUD

· Jay Himlie – Mason Co. PUD #3

· Mike Little – Seattle City Light

· Keith Lockhart – Springfield Utility Board

· Kathy Moore – Umatilla Electric/PNGC

· Tom Schumacher – Benton Co. PUD

· Mary Smith – Puget Sound Energy

BPA staff in attendance at various times:

· Bruce Cody (RTF issues)

· Jennifer Eskil (Compressed Air Roadmap)
· Rosalie Nourse (EER)

· Jean Oates

· Mira Vowles

Handouts

· Agenda

· Compressed Air Roadmap
· Summary of March 1-2 Workshop Evaluation Forms

· Summary of 2/8/06 USB Face-to-Face Meeting

Compressed Air Roadmap (Jennifer Eskil)

· The USB should provide comments to Jennifer Eskil at jleskil@bpa.gov by March 31, or call Jennifer at (509) 527-6232.

· Tacoma Power is running a compressed air program, probably through the Conservation Rate Credit (CRC). 

· Draft Compressed Air (CA) Roadmap materials will be posted on the Energy Efficiency External web site (http://www.bpa.gov/energy/n/projects/industrial/Compressed%5FAir/) by March 17.  Materials include:

· Marketing and communication tools

· Information sheets

· Tips on marketing to industry

· Basic information on typical measures

· At the workshop, cards were given to utilities providing the address of the website. The purpose is get feedback from utilities.  

· Utilities can download materials and insert their logo.

· Training opportunities:  Training will be offered; some industries/utilities might offer by invitation only training.

· Utilities choosing the 15 cent option can use the CA list and establish their own level of reimbursement.  Utilities choosing the 12 cent option can take advantage of the BPA Technical Services Portal (TSP).

· Utilities want information on who the TSP providers are so utilities know what’s available before deciding on the 12 cent or 15 cent option.  (That information is included on the TSP web page:  http://www.bpa.gov/energy/n/projects/industrial/pdf/Tech_Services_Consultants.pdf )
· Reimbursement is not offered for leak detection.  It would have to be part of a project.

· David Vanderbeek, Industrial Efficiency Alliance Compressed Air Specialist, can also help utilities with compressed air issues.
March Workshop Debrief (Mira Vowles)

· Tentative date for the next utility workshop is Monday, May 7, 2007.  
· Based on response from customers on the 2006 workshop evaluation forms, future workshops will last 1 - 1½ days.  
· BPA proposed to hold the meeting in Walla Walla, but the eastside members of the USB said they, and many other eastside utilities would find Portland easier to fly to than a more remote area.   
· Focus of the 2007 workshop will be what’s working, and what’s not.  
· USB feedback on the March 2006 workshop:

· The workshop was well organized, including the gong to announce the end of sessions.
· One member heard a complaint about an opening-day speaker.

· Certain presenters weren’t on the mark.  It would help to review presentations prior to the event; allow a longer lead time.

· Too many of the panels ran out of time.  Plan to allow more time for sessions, i.e., an hour vs. 45 minutes.

· The opportunities for utilities to share with other utilities were good.

· Program area leads didn’t look back at accomplishments.
· It helped to have BPA staff there to answer questions.

· One USB member reported that, in a discussion at the workshop, Tom Karier (Northwest Power and Conservation Council) said that BPA doesn’t necessarily follow the Council Plan in terms of program development, e.g., the decrement.  The Council objective was to not have any barriers to successful conservation.  Another USB member said, “We don’t want BPA to do exactly what the Council dictates. 
· BPA staff reported they got a lot out of the March workshop.  
General Discussion

· The USB is concerned about a possible disconnect between the USB, BPA staff and BPA Managers.  Having managers come to the meetings periodically would help.

· John Pyrch will be invited to attend the April Face-to-Face meeting to talk about some of the issues raised in the workshop discussion.  

· Utilities need to know at the end of the first reporting period what plan B is to help the utility be successful.  Poor performance would be due to the challenges of the program.  Utilities feel they are being set up to fail.  John Pyrch needs to talk to utilities more on this issue.

· The cost-effectiveness of market transformation may shift more emphasis there, per John Pyrch.  What does that mean?

· The Energy Efficiency quarterly newsletter (January, April, July, and October) has space set aside on the “main” page for the USB.  We could use a column from the USB telling other utilities they are their advocates with BPA.  
· Is anyone using the EE online forum (Moderated Forum:  https://secure.bpa.gov/Forum/)?

· USB suggested BPA could fund some evaluation and research (such as the RTF projects) out of infrastructure funds.  

· Utilities would like BPA to contact the Northwest Energy Efficiency Alliance and ask them to not contact end-users before contacting the utility.  Mary said that some of the NEEA board members have stressed this.
Regional Technical Forum March 7 Meeting Recap (Bruce Cody)

· RTF meeting highlights and USB discussion

· Ken Eklund gave a brief overview of a major research project the Idaho Department of Water Resources is conducting for the Department of Energy:  US DOE State Technologies Advancement Collaborative (STAC) Heat Pump Research Project.  The RTF will provide guidance and review of the research.  50 sites will be researched with lab testing in Illinois.  
· Bob Davis of Ecotope, presented a proposed Research and Demonstration Project to Verify the Delta Q Duct Leakage Testing Protocol.  Duct Blasters are unreliable.  Delta Q gives a more accurate estimate of savings.  It doesn’t require a Duct Blaster, just a blower door test.  

· USB expressed concern that we are asking vendors to buy expensive Duct Blasters, then turning around and telling them they don’t need that equipment.  Bruce explained that Duct Blasters will continue to be used for new homes, but not existing home.  There’s no money to fund that research at this point.  Mira said that the administrative funds for PTCS equipment can be used for whatever is needed to run the program; the Duct Blaster qualifies.  Utilities may want to pay a bit more for the PTCS certification.  
· A presentation, discussion and decision on proposed modification of the RTF’s Residential Weatherization Specification to Deal with Safety Issues Related to Combustion Appliances was led by Bruce Manclark, co-owner of Delta-T, Inc., an Oregon-based energy services company.  No decisions were made.
· Vern Rice, Central Electric Cooperative, brought forward a Presentation, Discussion, and Decision on Proposed Revisions to PTCS Duct Sealing Specifications for sites where there is an inaccessible return duct.  Utilities want to have a way to do these homes.  

· Tom Eckman presented the RTF Work Plan for 2006.  Funding is currently $100,000/year, and BPA accounts for 25 percent to 30 percent of the money that was spent, primarily for technology reviews and special projects.  The RTF plans to up the budget to $300,000 for 2006.  They will do scoping papers and a statement of work so projects can be funded.  Projects may include:  Commercial packaged roof top air conditioning, evaporative fan controls, new commercial baseline development, measure & verification protocols, and pre-rinse spray head savings.  Charlie Grist and Tom Eckman give some of their time to the RTF, which has no regular staff.  Due to the low level of staff availability, without funding, this work would not be done.
· The Energy Trust of Oregon made a request to designate their heat pump installation specifications and commissioning protocols as equivalent to PTCS requirements.  They will on the agenda again to present why their heat pump specifications and commissioning is equivalent to BPA’s.  

· The next RTF meeting has been scheduled tentatively for April 18.

· The USB asked if Ecotope is on a retainer with the RTF; Bruce said they are not.
USB Member Replacement Discussion (Mira Vowles)

· Dan Villalobos’ position on the USB will be offered to Bruce Etzel (who accepted), Community Dev. & Member Relations Manager of Benton REA following discussion of other potential candidates.
· Peter and Keith will rotate out of the USB October 1, 2006.  

· Tom will rotate out April 2007, and Mike Little will go out then or in October 2006.  

· Bruce Etzel will serve until October 2007.
· USB members are reluctant to rotate out!

Action Items

	BPA
	· Invite John Pyrch to the April 12 USB meeting.

	USB
	· Comments on Compressed Air Roadmap Materials (http://www.bpa.gov/ca)are due to Jennifer Eskil at jleskil@bpa.gov by March 31, or call Jennifer at (509) 527-6232.  


Next Meetings

	· April 12, 2006:
	Face-to-face meeting, 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

	· May 10, 2006:
	Conference call, 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.  


Potential Agenda Items for Next Meeting:  

· Discuss USB contribution/rotating schedule to write a quarterly column for the Energy Efficiency Newsletter.  
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