SN-03 WPAG Data Response

Request No.:
BPA-WA-001

Request:
Witnesses:
Saleba and Piliaris

Exhibit:
SN-03-E-WA-01, page 12, lines 4-10 

Please clarify whether you mean “load reduction agreements” (Puget and PacifiCorp) or “load buy-back agreements” when you used the term “load buy-down agreements”?  

Response:
The “load buy-down agreements” referred to here are those agreements provided in Attachment 1 of SN-03-E-BPA-09 (i.e., Contracts 01PB-10854 and 01PB-10885). 

April 29, 2003

SN-03 WPAG Data Response

Request No.:
BPA-WA-002

Request:
Witnesses:
Saleba and Piliaris

Exhibit:
SN-03-E-WA-01, page 7, line 17-18.

Please provide any analysis, studies and documentation that shows Bonneville can meet its expense levels included in the initial proposal and conduct these discussions with Treasury.

Response:
We have no analyses, studies or documentation that shows Bonneville can meet its expense levels included in the initial proposal.  However, we think that the fact that BPA has included the proposed expense levels in its initial proposal means BPA is confident of those numbers.  Regarding additional discussions with Treasury, we believe that BPA can conduct such discussions and that Treasury would not preclude BPA from doing so. 

April 29, 2003

SN-03 WPAG Data Response

Request No.:
BPA-WA-003

Request:
Witnesses:
Saleba and Piliaris

Exhibit:
SN-03-E-WA-01, page 21, line 2-6.

Please provide analysis, studies and documentation that shows that it is a fairly common practice for publicly owned utilities, including wholesale utilities, to finance all of their capital expenditures with debt.

Response:
We have been involved in numerous debt financings for utility clients over the past few decades.  It has been our experience that utilities often use debt to finance 100% of their new or acquired capital investment, particularly when they are under increased rate pressures.  Please see BPA-WA-003A, BPA-WA-003B and BPA-WA-003C for excerpts from official bond statements providing a few such examples.

April 29, 2003

SN-03 WPAG Data Response

Request No.:
BPA-WA-004

Request:
Witnesses:
Saleba and Piliaris

Exhibit:
SN-03-E-WA-01, page 26, line 12-13.

Please provide all analysis, studies and documentation that demonstrate that trust between BPA and its preference customers will be rebuilt.

Response:
We have no analyses, studies and documentation that demonstrate that trust between BPA and its preference customers will be rebuilt. The point of the referenced testimony is that establishing a process that ensures greater public participation will demonstrate that BPA is interested in and making a good faith effort to rebuild the trust with its preference customers. 

April 29, 2003

SN-03 WPAG Data Response

Request No.:
BPA-WA-005

Request:
Witnesses:
Saleba and Piliaris

Exhibit:
SN-03-E-WA-01, page 7, line 15-16.

Please provide any analysis, studies and documentation that you have or you have performed that assess the impact of reducing PBL Internal Operations expense levels on BPA's programs, legislative mandates, legal obligations, audit requirements, financial requirements, customer service, reliability, generation output, hydro operations requirements, long-term planning, marketing requirements, scheduling requirements, standard of conduct requirements, billing requirements, rate making requirements, risk management, contracting requirements, information technology infrastructure, security, contractual requirements, personnel requirements and safety to levels assumed in "the May 2000 BPA rate proceeding".

Response:
We have not performed any analyses or studies, nor do we have any analyses, studies or documentation, that assess the impact on any of PBL’s programs, mandates, obligations, requirements, infrastructure, security or safety of reducing its expenses to those assumed in the May 2000 BPA rate proceeding.   The only analyses of such impacts of which we are aware are those performed in the May 2000 BPA rate proceeding, the Cost Review of the Federal Columbia River Power System, Issues 98 Cost Review Implementation Plan and the BPA Financial Choices process.
April 29, 2003

SN-03 WPAG Data Response

Request No.:
BPA-WA-006

Request:
Witnesses:
Saleba and Piliaris

Exhibit:
SN-03-E-WA-01, page 7, line 15-16.

Please provide any analysis, studies and documentation that you have or you have performed that assesses the impact of reducing Corporate Internal Services expense levels on BPA's programs, legislative mandates, legal obligations, audit requirements, financial requirements, customer service, reliability, generation output, hydro operations requirements, long-term planning, marketing requirements, scheduling requirements, standard of conduct requirements, billing requirements, rate making requirements, risk management, contracting requirements, information technology infrastructure, security, contractual requirements, personnel requirements and safety to levels assumed in "the May 2000 BPA rate proceeding".  

Response:
Please see response number BPA-WA-005. 

April 29, 2003

SN-03 WPAG Data Response

Request No.:
BPA-WA-007

Request:
Witnesses:
Saleba and Piliaris

Exhibit:
SN-03-E-WA-01, page 7, line 15-16.

Please provide any analysis, studies and documentation that you have or you have performed that assesses the impact of reducing Conservation Initiatives expense levels on BPA's programs, legislative mandates, legal obligations, audit requirements, financial requirements, customer service, reliability, generation output, hydro operations requirements, long-term planning, marketing requirements, scheduling requirements, standard of conduct requirements, billing requirements, rate making requirements, risk management, contracting requirements, information technology infrastructure, security, contractual requirements, personnel requirements and safety to levels assumed in "the May 2000 BPA rate proceeding".  

Response:
Please see response number BPA-WA-005. 

April 29, 2003

SN-03 WPAG Data Response

Request No.:
BPA-WA-008

Request:
Witnesses:
Saleba and Piliaris

Exhibit:
SN-03-E-WA-01, page 7, line 15-16.

Please provide any analysis, studies and documentation that you have or you have performed that assesses the impact of reducing Residential Exchange expense levels on BPA's programs, legislative mandates, legal obligations, audit requirements, financial requirements, customer service, reliability, generation output, hydro operations requirements, long-term planning, marketing requirements, scheduling requirements, standard of conduct requirements, billing requirements, rate making requirements, risk management, contracting requirements, information technology infrastructure, security, contractual requirements, personnel requirements and safety to levels assumed in "the May 2000 BPA rate proceeding".  

Response:
Please see response number BPA-WA-005. 

April 29, 2003

SN-03 WPAG Data Response

Request No.:
BPA-WA-009

Request:
Witnesses:
Saleba and Piliaris

Exhibit:
SN-03-E-WA-01, page 7, line 15-16.

Please provide any analysis, studies and documentation that you have or you have performed that assesses the impact of reducing Columbia Generating Station (WNP-2) expense levels on BPA's programs, legislative mandates, legal obligations, audit requirements, financial requirements, customer service, reliability, generation output, hydro operations requirements, long-term planning, marketing requirements, scheduling requirements, standard of conduct requirements, billing requirements, rate making requirements, risk management, contracting requirements, information technology infrastructure, security, contractual requirements, personnel requirements and safety to levels assumed in "the May 2000 BPA rate proceeding". 

Response:
Please see response number BPA-WA-005. 

April 29, 2003

SN-03 WPAG Data Response

Request No.:
BPA-WA-010

Request:
Witnesses:
Saleba and Piliaris

Exhibit:
SN-03-E-WA-01, page 7, line 15-16.

Please provide any analysis, studies and documentation that you have or you have performed that assesses the impact of reducing Bureau of Reclamation expense levels on BPA's programs, legislative mandates, legal obligations, audit requirements, financial requirements, customer service, reliability, generation output, hydro operations requirements, long-term planning, marketing requirements, scheduling requirements, standard of conduct requirements, billing requirements, rate making requirements, risk management, contracting requirements, information technology infrastructure, security, contractual requirements, personnel requirements and safety to levels assumed in "the May 2000 BPA rate proceeding". 

Response:
Please see response number BPA-WA-005. 

April 29, 2003

SN-03 WPAG Data Response

Request No.:
BPA-WA-011

Request:
Witnesses:
Saleba and Piliaris

Exhibit:
SN-03-E-WA-01, page 7, line 15-16.

Please provide any analysis, studies and documentation that you have or you have performed that assesses the impact of reducing Corps of Engineers expense levels on BPA's programs, legislative mandates, legal obligations, audit requirements, financial requirements, customer service, reliability, generation output, hydro operations requirements, long-term planning, marketing requirements, scheduling requirements, standard of conduct requirements, billing requirements, rate making requirements, risk management, contracting requirements, information technology infrastructure, security, contractual requirements, personnel requirements and safety to levels assumed in "the May 2000 BPA rate proceeding". 

Response:
Please see response number BPA-WA-005. 

April 29, 2003

SN-03 WPAG Data Response

Request No.:
BPA-WA-012

Request:
Witnesses:
Saleba and Piliaris

Exhibit:
SN-03-E-WA-01, page 7, line 15-16.

Please provide any analysis, studies and documentation that you have or you have performed that assesses the impact of reducing Other Generation Projects expense levels on BPA's programs, legislative mandates, legal obligations, audit requirements, financial requirements, customer service, reliability, generation output, hydro operations requirements, long-term planning, marketing requirements, scheduling requirements, standard of conduct requirements, billing requirements, rate making requirements, risk management, contracting requirements, information technology infrastructure, security, contractual requirements, personnel requirements and safety to levels assumed in "the May 2000 BPA rate proceeding".  

Response:
Please see response number BPA-WA-005. 

April 29, 2003

SN-03 WPAG Data Response

Request No.:
BPA-WA-013

Request:
Witnesses:
Saleba and Piliaris

Exhibit:
SN-03-E-WA-01, page 7, line 15-16.

Please provide any analysis, studies and documentation that you have or you have performed that assesses the impact of reducing Renewable Projects expense levels on BPA's programs, legislative mandates, legal obligations, audit requirements, financial requirements, customer service, reliability, generation output, hydro operations requirements, long-term planning, marketing requirements, scheduling requirements, standard of conduct requirements, billing requirements, rate making requirements, risk management, contracting requirements, information technology infrastructure, security, contractual requirements, personnel requirements and safety to levels assumed in "the May 2000 BPA rate proceeding".  

Response:
Please see response number BPA-WA-005. 

April 29, 2003

SN-03 WPAG Data Response

Request No.:
BPA-WA-014

Request:
Witnesses:
Saleba and Piliaris

Exhibit:
SN-03-E-WA-01, page 7, line 15-16.

Please provide any analysis, studies and documentation that you have or you have performed that assesses the impact of reducing TBL Transmission and Ancillary Services expense levels on BPA's programs, legislative mandates, legal obligations, audit requirements, financial requirements, customer service, reliability, generation output, hydro operations requirements, long-term planning, marketing requirements, scheduling requirements, standard of conduct requirements, billing requirements, rate making requirements, risk management, contracting requirements, information technology infrastructure, security, contractual requirements, personnel requirements and safety to levels assumed in "the May 2000 BPA rate proceeding".  

Response:
Please see response number BPA-WA-005. 

April 29, 2003

 SN-03 WPAG Data Response

Request No.:
BPA-WA-015

Request:
Witnesses:
Saleba and Piliaris

Exhibit:
SN-03-E-WA-01, page 7, line 15-16.

Please provide any analysis, studies and documentation that you have or you have performed that assesses the impact of reducing 3rd Party GTA Wheeling expense levels on BPA's programs, legislative mandates, legal obligations, audit requirements, financial requirements, customer service, reliability, generation output, hydro operations requirements, long-term planning, marketing requirements, scheduling requirements, standard of conduct requirements, billing requirements, rate making requirements, risk management, contracting requirements, information technology infrastructure, security, contractual requirements, personnel requirements and safety to levels assumed in "the May 2000 BPA rate proceeding".   

Response:
In BPA’s data response WA-BPA-016A, the projections show that the costs associated with 3rd Party GTA Wheeling expenses in FY03, FY04, FY05 and FY06 in BPA’s Initial Proposal are lower than the May 2000 rate case projections.  Our analysis is that reduction to May 2000 projected levels in these categories would cause no additional impacts. 

April 29, 2003

SN-03 WPAG Data Response

Request No.:
BPA-WA-016

Request:
Witnesses:
Saleba and Piliaris

Exhibit:
SN-03-E-WA-01, page 7, line 15-16.

Please provide any analysis, studies and documentation that you have or you have performed that assesses the impact of reducing 3rd Party Transmission and Ancillary Services expense levels on BPA's programs, legislative mandates, legal obligations, audit requirements, financial requirements, customer service, reliability, generation output, hydro operations requirements, long-term planning, marketing requirements, scheduling requirements, standard of conduct requirements, billing requirements, rate making requirements, risk management, contracting requirements, information technology infrastructure, security, contractual requirements, personnel requirements and safety to levels assumed in "the May 2000 BPA rate proceeding". 

Response:
Please see response number BPA-WA-005. 

April 29, 2003

SN-03 WPAG Data Response

Request No.:
BPA-WA-017

Request:
Witnesses:
Saleba and Piliaris

Exhibit:
SN-03-E-WA-01, page 7, line 15-16.

Please provide any analysis, studies and documentation that you have or you have performed that assesses the impact of reducing Reserve and Other Services expense levels on BPA's programs, legislative mandates, legal obligations, audit requirements, financial requirements, customer service, reliability, generation output, hydro operations requirements, long-term planning, marketing requirements, scheduling requirements, standard of conduct requirements, billing requirements, rate making requirements, risk management, contracting requirements, information technology infrastructure, security, contractual requirements, personnel requirements and safety to levels assumed in "the May 2000 BPA rate proceeding".  

Response:
In BPA’s data response WA-BPA-016A, the projections show that the costs associated with Reserves and Other Services expenses in FY04, FY05 and FY06 in BPA’s Initial Propo4sal are the same as the May 2000 rate case projections.  Our analysis is that reduction to May 2000 projected levels in these categories would cause no additional impacts. 

April 29, 2003

SN-03 WPAG Data Response

Request No.:
BPA-WA-018

Request:
Witnesses:
Saleba and Piliaris

Exhibit:
SN-03-E-WA-01, page 7, line 15-16.

Please provide any analysis, studies and documentation that you have or you have performed that assesses the impact of reducing Telemetering/Equipment Replacement expense levels on BPA's programs, legislative mandates, legal obligations, audit requirements, financial requirements, customer service, reliability, generation output, hydro operations requirements, long-term planning, marketing requirements, scheduling requirements, standard of conduct requirements, billing requirements, rate making requirements, risk management, contracting requirements, information technology infrastructure, security, contractual requirements, personnel requirements and safety to levels assumed in "the May 2000 BPA rate proceeding".  

Response:
Please see response number BPA-WA-005. 

April 29, 2003

SN-03 WPAG Data Response

Request No.:
BPA-WA-019

Request:
Witnesses:
Saleba and Piliaris

Exhibit:
SN-03-E-WA-01, page 7, line 15-16.

Please provide any analysis, studies and documentation that you have or you have performed that assesses the impact of reducing Civil Service Retirement Payment expense levels on BPA's programs, legislative mandates, legal obligations, audit requirements, financial requirements, customer service, reliability, generation output, hydro operations requirements, long-term planning, marketing requirements, scheduling requirements, standard of conduct requirements, billing requirements, rate making requirements, risk management, contracting requirements, information technology infrastructure, security, contractual requirements, personnel requirements and safety to levels assumed in "the May 2000 BPA rate proceeding".  

Response:
Please see response number BPA-WA-005. 

April 29, 2003

SN-03 WPAG Data Response

Request No.:
BPA-WA-020

Request:
Witnesses:
Saleba and Piliaris

Exhibit:
SN-03-E-WA-01, page 7, line 15-16.

Please provide any analysis, studies and documentation that you have or you have performed that assesses the impact of reducing Fish and Wildlife expense levels on BPA's programs, legislative mandates, legal obligations, audit requirements, financial requirements, customer service, reliability, generation output, hydro operations requirements, long-term planning, marketing requirements, scheduling requirements, standard of conduct requirements, billing requirements, rate making requirements, risk management, contracting requirements, information technology infrastructure, security, contractual requirements, personnel requirements and safety to levels assumed in "the May 2000 BPA rate proceeding".  

Response:
In BPA’s data response WA-BPA-016A, the projections show that the costs associated with Fish and Wildlife expenses in FY04, FY05 and FY06 in BPA’s Initial Proposal are lower than the May 2000 rate case projections.  Our analysis is that reduction to May 2000 projected levels in these categories would cause no additional impacts. 

April 29, 2003

SN-03 WPAG Data Response

Request No.:
BPA-WA-021

Request:
Witnesses:
Saleba and Piliaris

Exhibit:
SN-03-E-WA-01, page 6, lines 8 - 20.

Please provide any studies you performed that support your contention that an increase by 30% over the base wholesale rates will produce retail rates that would result in the economic scenario described. 

Response:
 We have not performed any studies to support our contention that an increase by 30% over the base wholesale rates will produce retail rates that would result in the economic scenario described. Pursuant to section 1010.8(b) of the Procedures Governing BPA’s Rate Hearings, “no party shall be required to perform any new study or to run any analysis or computer program.”  

However, the WPAG utilities have already incurred a 50% increase to the rate charged for power supply from BPA.  As a consequence, their ability to absorb another increase without a retail rate adjustment is all but depleted.  Any additional rate increase from BPA is almost assured of being passed through the retail customers of WPAG utilities in its entirety.  Were they passed onto retail customers, the results contained in CR-WA-004A suggest that the loads of WPAG utilities would drop in response to the rate increases proposed by BPA.  The result would be that retail rates would need to increase to cover not only the higher cost of wholesale power purchased from BPA, but also the fixed and overhead cost of their respective utilities’ distribution operations no longer covered by loads taken off of their systems.
April 29, 2003

