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QUALIFICATION STATEMENT OF

ROBERT HEINITH SN-03-Q-CR/YA-04


Witness for the Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission and Yakama Nation.

Q. Please state your name, employer, and business address.

A. My name is Robert Heinith, and I am the Hydro Program Coordinator with the 

Columbia  River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission (CRITFC), located at 729 NE Oregon, 

Suite 200, Portland, OR 97232.

Q. Please state your educational background.

A. I hold a B.S. in Fishery Biology from Colorado State University and an M.A. in 

Integrated Science from Western Oregon State College/Oregon State University.

Q. Please summarize your professional experience.
1. A.
.  Upon receiving my masters degree in 1987, I was employed by the Confederated Tribes of the Warm Spring Reservation of Oregon as a fisheries habitat biologist.  Prior to joining CRITFC, I was employed by the Point-No-Point Treaty Council as a fisheries biologist.  During my 18-month tenure with the Treaty Council, my principal responsibilities involved salmon-related impacts of three major and one minor Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) licensed hydroprojects in northwest Washington.  In 1995-1997 I was employed as a consultant for the Canadian Columbia River Intertribal Fisheries Commission for whom I provided technical advice on international salmon passage and habitat issues.  A copy of my resume is attached to this declaration as Exhibit A.

2. Since January 1991, I have been employed by CRITFC as a salmon biologist with primary responsibilities directed toward improving fish passage and habitat impacted by federal and private hydroprojects throughout the Columbia Basin.  My responsibilities in this position include assignments to the Mid-Columbia Coordinating Committees and the Fish Passage Advisory Committee of the Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife Authority.  Until May 1997, I  represented CRITFC on the Technical Management Team, the Implementation Team, and the System Configuration Team.  These groups include tribal, state, and federal representatives and were established by the National Marine Fisheries Service’s Adaptive Management Process (Process) to address implementation of operational and structural measures to protect Columbia and Snake River salmon during migration down these Rivers and past the projects of the Federal Columbia River Hydropower System (FCRPS).  Since 1992, I have been CRITFC’s lead technical representative in addressing impacts to anadromous fish and their habitats from Corps’ dredging proposals in the Columbia and Lower Snake rivers. 
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