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Portland, Ore. — When four agencies in the Northwest work together on a common 
commitment to raise the awareness about land and water stewardship, good things can 
happen. Wednesday, the national "Caring for the Land" award was presented to the 
Wenatchee River Salmon Festival for the contributing efforts of the US Forest Service, the 
US Fish and Wildlife Service, the Chelan Public Utility District and the Bonneville Power 
Administration. 

The award, presented at the USFS Regional Leadership Team Conference in Portland, is given each year 
to programs that are outstanding examples of ways to care for public lands. The Wenatchee River 
Salmon Festival team was recognized for breaking new ground in partnerships among government 
agencies, private industry, schools and community. The four-day educational festival designed to focus 
on the value of preserving one of the stronger runs of salmon in the Columbia River system also serves 
as a leading model for natural resource outdoor festivals across the country.  

"BPA is proud to help sponsor the annual Salmon Festival and partner with these forward-thinking 
organizations," said Rob Swedo, festival team member and BPA’s community relations officer. "During 
these times of reduced staff and budget short-falls, partnerships like these help leverage and build 
programs of great educational value for communities."  

The Wenatchee River Salmon Festival was held in September 1997 at the Leavenworth National Fish 
Hatchery in Leavenworth, Wash. It attracted 3,000 students who participated in hands-on activities that 
helped them to appreciate the linkages between the fisheries resource and ecosystems. A favorite 
activity was BPA’s Kids in the Creek , a program that gives kids a wet-foot experience learning about 
stream ecology. The educational value of the program was a big part of why the Salmon Festival team 
won the "Caring for the Land" award.  

"The Salmon Festival team is an extremely enthusiastic group of individuals whose inclusive methods 
have fostered cooperation and partnership across numerous public and private sector boundaries," said 
Wenatchee National Forest Supervisor Sonny O’Neil who presented today’s award. "I believe their 
dedication to this unique educational event defines a standard of excellence unmatched in the region." 

# # # 

Attention reporters: Photos from the awards presentation showing the winners dressed in festival outfits 
are available upon request.  
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