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PORTLAND, Ore. – Bonneville Power Administration today signed an agreement with the U.S. State 
Department to do energy audits at U.S. embassies and consulates all over the world.  

“BPA’s nationally recognized energy experts and the State Department’s ambitious energy efficiency 
goals make this a truly beneficial federal partnership,” said State Department Energy Program Manager 
Richard Crowson.  

“I applaud the partnership between BPA and the State Department to help save taxpayers’ dollars, 
improve energy efficiency and lower energy costs,” Secretary of Energy Bill Richardson said. “We need 
to work on these goals, not only at home, but also at the thousands of U.S. embassies and consulates 
around the world.”  

BPA’s recommendations for energy savings in State Department buildings will also open the door for 
private sector businesses in the U.S. to install energy efficient equipment. And, BPA will bring in 
Pacific Northwest companies who specialize in security measures such as lighting and motion sensors.  

BPA’s work for other federal agencies helped attract State to the deal, according to Crowson. BPA has 
partnered on energy efficiency and renewable energy projects with the U.S. Department of Energy, the 
General Services Administration and the Postal Service, among others. Last week, BPA signed a similar 
agreement with the western region of the National Park Service.  

The agencies save money because BPA does the work at cost, and they can streamline federal 
procurement processes by working with another federal agency.  

President Clinton has ordered federal agencies to improve the efficiency of their buildings by 30 percent 
by the year 2005. It’s a big task for the State Department, which has some 12,000 buildings in 260 
locations around the world.  

In some of those countries, local energy costs can be as high as 50 cents per kilowatt hour. That’s about 
10 times what they are in the Pacific Northwest.  

“With the high cost of energy in foreign countries,” said Crowson, “solar energy and wind power look 
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much more attractive.” He said the State Department will install 200 solar roofs on its buildings in the 
next three years.  

BPA Vice President for Energy Efficiency Terry Esvelt said the BPA team would recommend fuel cells 
and renewables where they were practical and cost-effective for the embassies. BPA supports the DOE’s 
Million Solar Roofs Initiative and is supporting commercial development of fuel cells.  

Crowson expects the first stop for the BPA team to be either Buenos Aires, Argentina, or Montevideo, 
Uruguay, in June.  
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