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Salem, Ore. — The members of the Oregon People’s Utility District Association and the Bonneville 
Power Administration completed load reduction agreements on June 26 that will reduce the amount of 
power the members plan to buy from BPA by 42 megawatts, or 11 percent of their load, for two years 
beginning Oct. 1. 

The Oregon PUD Association is an alliance of Clatskanie PUD, Columbia River PUD of St. Helens, 
Tillamook PUD, Northern Wasco PUD of The Dalles and Central Lincoln PUD of Newport.  

"The Oregon PUDs are pleased that their joint efforts have resulted in significant load reduction for the 
region," said Robin Freeman, the Oregon PUD Association executive director. "Oregon PUD 
Association members worked with all customer groups to conserve electricity by reducing use, adding 
new generation and curtailing production at some manufacturing plants. These efforts have helped 
Bonneville reach its goal of a  
10 percent reduction for the region and helped reduce the impact of rate increases on PUD customers." 

Steve Wright, BPA’s acting administrator, praised the PUD’s commitment, saying, "The Oregon PUDs 
have taken an important step toward load reduction and by doing so are helping reduce the rate increase 
planned for Oct. 1."  

All five members of the association made significant contributions to the load reduction effort that will 
help keep Northwest power rates as low as possible. Clatskanie PUD led the utilities’ effort by 
negotiating a 30 megawatt load reduction. Greg Booth, Clatskanie PUD general manager, said, "In order 
to meet this load reduction, the PUD will either rely on curtailments at the Georgia-Pacific Wauna paper 
mill or power sources other than BPA for the next two years."  

BPA’s goal is to reduce demand on the agency for the next two years in order to avoid massive rate 
increases. BPA expects that within two years sufficient new generation will have come online so that 
market prices will stabilize. Consumers can help by conserving as much energy as possible.  

BPA will announce its rates on June 29.  
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