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  August 2012 

The Transmission Reliability Program (TxRP) 

hosted a Bulk Electric System (BES) Customer Col-

laborative meeting on August 14th in response to 

a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking dated June 22, 

2012 and has closed out the Electric Reliability 

Organization (ERO) cost allocation project for 

WECC’s 2013 operating budget.   

We are in full swing of  analysis and creation of the  

2012 Annual System Review (ASR) Letters.  This 

year we are analyzing over 375+ requirements to 

decide just how many requirements we can in-

clude in the ever improving and growing ASR!  

Customer  meetings will be scheduled with your 

Customer Service Engineers and TxRP staff begin-

ning mid-October.  

As you can imagine, these projects, coupled with 

many other internal projects and tasks, keep our 

team very busy!  

Wishing you all a great end to your Summer! 

Hope everyone has been having a great          

summer!! 

The industry has been having a very busy sum-

mer,  NERC has continued to keep up its record 

setting pace, sending out requests at an un-

precedented rate.  Be sure to take a look at the 

Industry Activity chart on page two.     
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Aaron Paulson  
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TxRP Team 

Join the Transmission Reliability Program Communications Mailing List! 
http://listserver.bpa.gov/mailman/listinfo/reliability 

2012 Annual System Review (ASR) Letters are being drafted for release by October 2012 for customer and CSE review 

Bulk Electric System (BES) Customer Collaborative Meeting –  Session #2 was held August 14, 2012 - 9:00 AM-12:00 PM 

(check TxRP website for details @ http://www.bpa.gov/corporate/business/reliability/ ) 

BPA is kicking off a project to address the Planning Authority/Planning Coordinator (PA/PC) function.  BPA will be sending out 

a separate communication in December with plans to begin working collaboratively with the customers on how best to re-

solve the  PA/PC issue. 

http://listserver.bpa.gov/mailman/listinfo/reliability
http://www.bpa.gov/corporate/business/reliability/


It was communicated by both BPA and the 
customers that the BES exclusion and inclu-
sion processes could be resource intensive as 
studies may need to be modified or estab-
lished to reflect the additional information. 

Customers had until August 17 to submit ad-
ditional comments and concerns to BPA and 
BPA posted revised comments on August 24 
to: http://www.bpa.gov/corporate/
business/reliability/.  Final comments are 
due September 4, 2012.   

We look forward to continuing to collabora-
tively work with you on this project.  Thank 
you for your participation! 
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   Bulk Electric System (BES) Customer Collaborative Meeting Recap  

 NERC Compliance Customer Portal Page 

TxRP hosted a second BES Customer Collabo-
rative meeting on August 14.  Customer turn-
out was great and all agreed that the collabo-
rative meetings are of great value. 

The meeting was held to allow BPA and cus-
tomers to discuss the BES Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking (NOPR) dated June 22, 2012 be-
fore comments are due September 4th.  BPA 
provided draft comments that were used to 
lead the discussion during the meeting and a 
substantial amount of time was spent discuss-
ing the exclusion review and submittal proc-
ess.   

compliance.  The new portal page offers this 
and more! 

A number of Customer Portal pilot users will 
take part in testing and training in September 
before the NERC Compliance page is rolled 
out to all users in October. 

Additional information will be provided soon.  
In the meantime, if you have any questions 
please contact the Transmission Reliability 
team @ TxReliabilityProgram@bpa.gov.  
We’re excited to offer this to you!   

TxRP is currently coordinating several re-
quests, one of which is Draft 4 of Project 2007
-17 for PRC-005-2 which includes a formal 
comment period along with a successive bal-
lot.  PRC-005 reflects the merging of 4 sepa-
rate standards into one with its main purpose 
of the standard being, “To ensure all trans-
mission and generation Protection Systems 
affecting the reliability of the Bulk Electric 
System (BES) are maintained and tested.”  In 
past drafts, the industry has expressed con-
cerns on the clarity of language/definitions 
within the standard as well calling for clear 
and concise requirements.  BPA is eagerly 
participating in the Draft 4 commenting 
round with great enthusiasm as PRC-005-2 is 
being shaped into a standard that is beneficial 
to the industry as a whole.  

  

BPA is continuing to recognize an increase in 
WECC, NERC, and FERC activity over the past 
year with the most significant and notable 
increases during the second quarter of 2012.  
The activity chart provides a graphical repre-
sentation of how the activity has changed 
over the last two years.   With this increase in 
activity, BPA’s Transmission Reliability Pro-
gram (TxRP) endeavors to coordinate a re-

sponse to WECC/NERC/FERC stan-
dards activity requests, external 
customer requests, and to the 
North American Transmission Fo-
rum (NATF) requests. In addition, 
the TxRP team is building and man-
aging tools to better equip the 
team in the program’s goal of en-
suring that BPA is taking a strategic 
path in the steps of development      

and improvement toward reliability.   WECC/NERC/FERC Activity (Combined)  

BES DEFINITION NEXT STEPS: 

BPA POSTED REVISED BES 

NOPR COMMENTS ON      

AUGUST 24 

FINAL COMMENTS ARE DUE 

SEPTEMBER 4 

BPA WILL SCHEDULE ADDI-

TIONAL BES CUSTOMER     

COLLABORATIVE MEETINGS 

THROUGHOUT THE NERC    

BES PROCESS 

Throughout the past year TxRP has been 
working with the BPA Customer Portal team 
to create a NERC Compliance page within the 
Customer Portal.   

The general consensus has been that BPA cus-
tomers would benefit from being able to ac-
cess reliability compliance documents, impor-
tant announcements, standard and require-
ment applicability information and even sub-
mit requests via a form with tracking informa-
tion in one place involving reliability           

customerportal.bpa.gov 

http://www.bpa.gov/corporate/business/reliability/
http://www.bpa.gov/corporate/business/reliability/
mailto:TxReliabilityProgram@bpa.gov
http://customerportal.bpa.gov/
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Transmission Reliability Program Staff Spotlight 
- Meet one of our staff members who is ready to help  

T r a n s m i s s i o n  S e r v i c e s  R e l i a b i l i t y  P r o g r a m  Q u a r t e r l y  U p d a t eT r a n s m i s s i o n  S e r v i c e s  R e l i a b i l i t y  P r o g r a m  Q u a r t e r l y  U p d a t e   

Questions or Comments  
TxRP Website: http://www.bpa.gov/corporate/business/reliability/ 

Questions, comments, or topic suggestions can be submitted via the online form 

at http://www.bpa.gov/corporate/business/reliability/CommentForm.cfm   OR  

send an email to TxReliabilityProgram@bpa.gov.   

“Providing reliability coordination for our 
customers, while maintaining a strategic 
approach for standards development.” 

 

TxRP Mission: 

Benjamin Lo started his career at BPA in the spring 
of 2012 in the Transmission Reliability Program. 
Prior to BPA, Benjamin worked at Rebound Ortho-
pedics and Neurosurgery with top physicians where 
he enjoyed face to face interactions with patients 
throughout their care. There he engraved in himself 
the importance of quality patient care, goal setting, 
and professionalism.   

Ben’s primary focus at BPA will be gaining his 
knowledge of the BPA Transmission System, the 
Transmission Reliability Program and its external 
customers. 

Benjamin’s tasks include working in areas such as 
external coordination, along with assisting in coor-
dinating BPA’s North American Transmission Forum 
(NATF).  

- What is in the  fabric of BPA? 

 

2012 Annual System Review (ASR) Letter Update 

BPA’s 75th Anniversary 

Annual System Review Letter analysis and  crea-
tion is underway for 2012.  We’re excited to be 
offering the letters as a service to many of you 
for a fourth year!   

The functional registrations that the letter is 
geared towards will remain the same as last year 
as well as many of the specific standards and 
requirements that are referenced.  We are also 
incorporating some of the suggested changes 
that you brought to our attention last year.   

Additionally, we will be coordinating with ap-
proximately 30 Subject Matter Experts and of-
fering up to 80 letters that address 300 (plus) 
requirements. 

Letters will be ready for your review by mid-
October to execute through the end of Decem-
ber.  Please don’t hesitate to contact us with 
questions about the letter and its intent.   
 

Vision:  BPA was built on the vision and hard work of the men 
and women who had the bold idea to create a better quality of 
life for the region.  Today, our vision and hard work will help us 
to meet the energy challenges of the future: incorporating 
more renewable energy, conserving resources, and protecting 
the environment.  

Public service:  BPA was built on the idea of providing power 
for the greater good.  We continue to serve with that spirit to-
day.  

Partnerships: The story of BPA is a story of partnerships.  The 
region is where it is today because of our strong working rela-
tionships with business, agriculture, tribes, governments and 
others.   

Economic Impact: For 75 years, the Columbia River hydro and 
transmission system has been an economic driver for the re-
gion. Abundant, clean, reliable power helped us to win a war 
and fueled the growth of our economy.  

Quality of life: For the past 75 years, our region has benefitted 
from renewable emission free electricity. The quality of our air, 
water and health has directly benefitted. The dams also offer 
the considerable benefit of public safety and protection from 
devastating flooding. 

Commerce: The Columbia River hydro system also provides an 
enormous trade and commerce network that allows us to ex-
tend our markets to the globe.  

He currently manages the Reliability external web-
site and is heavily involved with the analysis and 
creation process of the 2012 Annual System Re-
view (ASR) Letters.  

When asked what he enjoys most about working 
at BPA, Benjamin responded, “I enjoy working with 
a fun group of driven individuals working towards 
a common interest. While challenges arise in BPA’s 
Transmission Organization, we are constantly re-
minded how we are a service based entity whose 
goal is to help assure the general public of the 
Pacific Northwest a reliable power supply.” Out-
side of work Benjamin’s interests include basket-
ball, ping-pong, outdoors activities, travelling, and 
spending time with family and friends. 

 

http://www.bpa.gov/corporate/business/reliability/
http://www.bpa.gov/corporate/business/reliability/CommentForm.cfm
mailto:TxReliabilityProgram@bpa.gov

