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Mission

SSG-WI serves as the discussion forum to promote creation of a seamless Western energy market.

SSG-WI’s overarching goal is to realize the vision of a seamless market in a manner that enhances, rather than impairs, the key attributes of each Western RTO’s proposed structure and market design.

Participants 

Three representatives and one alternate from each of three proposed RTOs in the West serve on the group.

California Independent System
  Operator


RTO West


WestConnect

Objectives
One seamless West-wide market

· Compatible business practices

· No trade barriers

· Minimum transaction costs

Three RTOs – 

· Retain regional accountability for capital expenditures, reliability and planning.

· Retain regional operating knowledge 

· Share services

· Capture symbiotic benefits 

Milestones/Activities

Western Market Vision filed with FERC Dec. 1, 2001

· Describes the general approach for achieving the objective of creating a seamless Western wholesale electric energy market.

SSG-WI Memorandum of Understanding filed with FERC Dec. 5, 2002

· Codifies RTOs’ commitment to the SSG-WI process and defines the working relationship among the Western RTOs with respect to resolving seams issues.

Informational Filing with FERC Jan. 8, 2003

· Identified seams issues being addressed by SSG-WI and detailed SSG-WI’s work plan and timetable for addressing those issues.

RTOs’ Briefing at FERC about SSG-WI Jan. 29, 2003

The Process

· SSG-WI is a functioning seams (interregional coordination) discussion forum for the Western RTOs.

· Under the SSG-WI Structure, the three individual RTO Governing Boards retain accountability and have final decision-making authority, not SSG-WI.

1. Proposals or recommendations are developed by or presented to the Steering Group (for example, by the workgroups) and the Steering Group may consider them as it sees fit.  

2. If it believes that a proposal or recommendation has merit, the Steering Group may offer it to the Western RTOs for their consideration.

3. The decision rests entirely with each Western RTO to act on a proposal or recommendation.  The independent decision-making authority of each RTO is a core principle of the SSG-WI process and the Western Market Vision.  This is essential to maintaining each Western RTO’s accountability to its RTO’s management and stakeholder constituencies

Stakeholder Participation

· Website is the primary means of providing information on SSG-WI activities and documents.  Website:  www.ssg-wi.com 
· All SSG-WI work groups are open to stakeholder participation.
· The first open meeting of the Steering Group was January 21, 2003.

· Stakeholder representatives are submitting proposals for their ongoing participation in the Steering Group (proposals will be posted on the SSG-WI website).
· SSG-WI participants also seek to foster a continuing dialogue with state and provincial representatives.

Met with Committee on Regional Electric Power Cooperation (CREPC) Nov. 15, 2002.

Work Groups

Purpose is to draw upon the expertise of voluntary participants to develop ideas for addressing seams issues that would benefit from in-depth technical or conceptual work efforts.

· Work Groups support the overarching structure and objectives of SSG-WI.

· Work Groups identify and discuss seams issues and set the priorities and proposed schedule for presenting its recommendations to the Steering Group for resolution.

Planning

Market Monitoring

Price Reciprocity

Congestion Management Alignment

Common Systems Interface Committee
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