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April 13, 2004

Bud Krogh

Grid West Facilitation Group

Portland, Oregon

Dear Bud,


Collectively, the Renewable NW Project, Natural Resources Defense Council and the NW Energy Coalition represent many thousands of individual members and hundreds of environmental, consumer, renewables and low-income advocacy groups and businesses in the Northwest.   Our organizations have worked to design and implement energy policies that benefit both consumers and the environment.  Progress on Grid West is critical to the advancement of clean energy in the region.  We would like to express our strong support for the proposed Grid West Platform that the Regional Representatives Group has developed over the past year.


 We believe that the Grid West Platform is a carefully constructed proposal that balances the many diverse interests in the region and works for our hydro-dominated power system.  The Platform, by providing for a controlled, staged introduction of market elements into the management of the grid, is a creative approach that seems to have garnered real support of most stakeholders in the region.  We join in expressing our support as well.


As you know, and to your credit, our organizations have been encouraged and allowed to fully participate in the development process.  This open and inclusive process has resulted in a platform that we believe will result in Grid West retaining the support of the region and becoming operational by 2006.


We look forward to continued participation in Grid West's successful development. 

Steven Weiss

Sr. Policy Associate

NW Energy Coalition
Rachel Shimshak

Director

Renewable NW Project
Sheryl Carter, Director

Western Energy Programs

Natural Resources Defense Council

