Box 12 Environmental, siting process (with multi-state entity for interstate projects)
In Box 12 project sponsors would secure regulatory approvals from federal, state, local and tribal governments necessary to proceed.  In some states, utilities under state PUC jurisdiction need to secure a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity from the state PUC.  Depending on the state, a CPCN confers the power of eminent domain and a degree of certainty that the cost of the project will be included in retail rates.  

In all cases, project sponsors must acquire environmental/land use/siting permits from federal, state, local and/or tribal agencies.  For proposed transmission projects that cross state boundaries, the application to a state or federal government agency for a permit would trigger the Western Governors’ Association’s interstate transmission permitting protocol.  Under the protocol, a project team consisting of the affected permitting agencies would be formed to establish a collaborative permit review process for the project.  The protocol does not alter the legal responsibilities of the permitting agencies, but does require coordination among the agencies in the review of the project.  The protocol has been signed by the governors of AZ, CA, CO, ID, MT, NV, NM, OR, UT, WA, and WY and the Departments of the Interior, Agriculture and Energy and the Counsel on Environmental Quality.

