APPENDIX II

WECC Regional Planning Project Review Process

Through its Bylaws, WECC is responsible for developing and administering a regional planning project review process for the Western Interconnection.  The SSG-WI Planning Process will follow the WECC process in performing its planning function although it will be the responsibility of the project sponsor to document compliance with these requirements.
In fulfilling its responsibilities for developing and implementing a regional planning review process for the Western Interconnection, WECC has developed coordinated planning policies and procedures.  These are documented in “Procedures for Regional Planning Project Review and Rating Transmission Facilities” which can be found at www.wecc.biz.  The Rating Transmission Facilities portion of this procedure is the responsibility of a project sponsor, and beyond the scope of SSG-WI’s planning activities. 


2.1.6.1 
2.1.6.2 
2.1.6.3 
2.1.6.4 

The following are the key aspects of the project review process:

· Regional planning should address projects in the conceptual planning stages and should begin before a project is already well defined.


· The regional planning guidelines encourage consideration of various alternatives (including non-wire alternatives), to invite interested parties to participate in the planning process, and to promote planning efficiency and avoid duplicative projects.


· Those interested in the project form a regional planning review group. The regional planning review group prepares a regional planning report to describe how the project conforms to the regional planning guidelines.


· The WECC Planning Coordination Committee reviews the project regional planning reports to evaluate projects’ conformance with the WECC Regional Planning Guidelines.  If a project has addressed all the Regional Planning Guidelines, PCC recommends to the Regional Planning Policy Committee (RPPC) that the project has met all the Regional Planning Guidelines and has completed the regional planning review process.


· Upon acceptance of the project regional planning report by the RPPC, and upon approval by the WECC Board of Directors, notification is made that the project has completed the regional planning review process.


Completion of the regional planning review process is needed before a project can proceed to achieve a WECC Accepted Rating.

The other aspect of the process establishes a peer and outside stakeholder review of proposed projects that sponsors are implementing.  This part of the process includes the following nineguidelines that project sponsors must address to conform to regional planning objectives. 






Each project shall:

1) Take multiple project needs and plans into account, including identified utilities' and non-utilities' future needs, environmental and other stakeholder interests.

2) Cooperate with others to look beyond specific end points of the entities' project to identify broader regional needs or opportunities.

3) Address the efficient use of transmission corridors (e.g., rights-of-ways, new projects, optimal line voltage, upgrades, etc.).

4) Identify and show how the project improves efficient use of, or impacts existing and planned resources of the region (e.g., regional benefits and impacts, transmission constraint mitigation) and cooperate with non-participant members in determining the benefits and impacts due to the project.

5) Identify transmission physical and operational constraints resulting from the project or that are removed by the project.

6) Coordinate project plans with and seeks input from all affected systems, sub-regional planning groups, power pools, and region-wide planning group(s).

7) Coordinate project plans with and seek input from other stakeholders (advisors) including utilities, independent power producers, environmental and land use groups, regulators (as represented by the advisors), and other stakeholders that may have an interest.

8) Review the possibility of using the existing system or upgrades and address the feasibility of alternatives.
9) 
9) Coordinate with potentially parallel or competing projects and consolidate projects where practicable.

WECC’s process provides for peer review to ensure that stakeholders are satisfied that the requirements of the process are met.  As indicated above, the project sponsor is responsible for demonstrating that it has met these guidelines  This peer review process does not engage in any commercial discussions, nor does it certify that all stakeholders are satisfied with the outcome.  It addresses only that the process requirements have been met.  

� Regional Entity as defined in Section 3.25 of the WECC Bylaws: A regional transmission organization or some other formally or informally constituted regional organization or group within the Western Interconnection, including but not limited to a Control Area, a group of Control Areas acting in concert, or a group of Entities that own or operate Transmission Facilities acting in concert.  At the time of the formation of the WECC, regions will define their boundaries and establish formal or informal coordination as necessary.  These boundaries can be reevaluated or modified over time.





Entity as defined in Section 3.11 of the WECC Bylaws: Any individual, person, corporation, partnership, association, governmental body or organization of any kind.





