SSG-WI Planning Work Group, Issue #4

Issue:

Develop a process to resolve differences in transmission interconnections that enables parties to avoid going to the commission under the process set forth in Sections 210 and 211 of the Federal Power Act.

Each individual RTO will have its own transmission interconnection requirements.  If a line between RTOs were proposed, each RTO would apply its own interconnection requirements to determine whether to allow the interconnection.  Transmission owners that are not participating in RTOs, although invited to participate in the open RTO and SSG-WI planning processes, are not bound by these RTO interconnection requirements or approval processes for interconnections to their own systems.  If there are disagreements on a new interconnection, there is no process to resolve these differences short of going to FERC (210 and 211 processes) and FERC may not have jurisdiction over all affected entities.  The same issue exists within RTOs for disagreements between RTOs and transmission owners that do not join the RTO.

Proposed Resolution

The PWG proposes that the processes proposed to address issues 1 to 3 and existing processes will address this issue. 

As RTOs form, the RTOs will represent the interests of FERC jurisdictional entities and non-jurisdictional entities that voluntarily choose to be RTO members.  As discussed above in the description of this issue, the RTOs will apply their own procedures to resolve RTO to RTO differences..  

However, it is expected that some transmission owners will not choose RTO membership.  RTO nonmembers can participate in SSG-WI and its processes to address other planning issues.  SSG-WI will gather information, participate in planning activities and studies, undertake its own studies, and identify possible alternative transmission additions.    SSG-WI will not make any decisions regarding implementation of transmission plans or construction of facilities.  These decisions and any related cost allocations are decisions to be made by the RTOs.  Where a decision involves an entity not a member of an RTO, the decisions relating to that entity will be made by that entity in conjunction with the related RTO.  

SSG-WI PWG proposes to follow the WECC Procedures for Regional Planning Project Review and Rating Transmission Facilities (Regional Planning Procedures).  These procedures identify “how transmission project sponsors should work and interact with their peers when developing a project that has a significant regional impact.”  The procedure describes steps to follow to address differences between parties, but does not prescribe how these differences should be resolved.  Most transmission owners not members of RTOs will at least be members of WECC, and thereby agreeing to follow these procedures.  The PWG proposes that the WECC Procedures will provide appropriate process to resolve differences between RTOs and entities that are not members of RTOs.  In addition, with SSG-WI and the RTOs following the WECC Procedures, SSG-WI and the RTOs will be meeting the process requirements of all WECC members, regardless of RTO membership.

It is anticipated that these processes will facilitate parties voluntary resolution of planning and reinforcement issues.  Regarding entities right to have issues addressed by FERC, these rights cannot be set aside through any SSG-WI process without the entities voluntarily agreeing to do so.  Such agreements, if appropriate, will be addressed in the RTO agreements.  

