Western Electricity Coordinating Council

Regional Planning Responsibilities and Relationships

The purpose of this write up is to describe the Western Electricity Coordinating Council’s (WECC’s) responsibilities with respect to regional planning and the coordination relationships with those entities in the Western Interconnection that perform regional planning.

Section 2.1 of the WECC Bylaws, Activities to Carry Out WECC’s Reliability Mission, includes the following subsection 2.1.6:


Coordinated Regional Planning.  With respect to the coordination of regional planning activities, the WECC:


2.1.6.1 will develop coordinated planning policies and procedures for the Western Interconnection, including facilitation of market-based solutions, consistent with WECC/NERC standards, FERC policy, and Section 2.5 of these Bylaws.


2.1.6.2 will review and assess Regional Entity (as that term is defined in Section 3 of these Bylaws
) planning processes to determine whether WECC planning procedures have been satisfied;


2.1.6.3 will refer planning matters back to the originating Regional Entity for revision or other corrective actions when the WECC Board determines that WECC planning procedures have not been satisfied; and


2.1.6.4 may perform other interconnection-wide studies as needed, but shall not perform expansion planning studies.

In the above excerpt from the WECC Bylaws, the term “Regional Entity” may be applied to the Seams Steering Group – Western Interconnection Planning Work Group (SSG-WI PWG).  The respective regional planning roles for WECC and SSG-WI PWG are as follows:

· WECC is responsible for developing coordinated regional planning processes and procedures, including the facilitation of market based solutions.


· SSG-WI PWG would perform regional planning using the regional planning processes and procedures established by WECC.


· WECC is responsible for reviewing and assessing the planning processes used by Regional Entities (i.e. SSG-WI) to determine whether WECC planning procedures have been satisfied.


· SSG-WI would perform regional expansion studies and WECC would not.  However WECC may perform other interconnection-wide studies as needed.

WECC Regional Planning Process

WECC’s regional planning process is documented in the publication entitled “Procedures for Regional Planning Project Review and Rating Transmission Facilities.”  The following are the key aspects of the process:

· The process is intended to address projects in the conceptual planning stages and is not intended to be initiated after a project has already been well defined.


· The process includes regional planning guidelines to encourage consideration of various alternatives (including non-wire alternatives), to invite interested parties to participate in the planning process, and to promote planning efficiency and avoid duplicative projects.


· Those interested in the project form a regional planning review group. The regional planning review group prepares a regional planning report to describe how the project conforms to the regional planning guidelines.


· The WECC Planning Coordination Committee reviews the regional planning report to evaluate the project’s conformance with the regional planning guidelines.  If the project has addressed all the regional planning guidelines, PCC recommends to the Regional Planning Policy Committee that the project has met all the regional planning guidelines and has completed the regional planning process.


· Upon acceptance of the regional planning report by the RPPC, and upon approval by the WECC Board of Directors, notification is made that the project has completed the regional planning process.


· Completion of the regional planning process is needed before a project can proceed to achieve a WECC Accepted Rating.

· Several projects have recently completed the WECC regional planning process such as:

· Borah – West Upgrade Project
· North of Hanford Project
· West of McNary Project
· I-5 Corridor Additions Project
· West of Hatwai Additions Project
A copy of the WECC regional planning guidelines is attached.

Part 1A


Regional Planning Guidelines
Projects which have significant regional impacts are responsible for demonstrating their conformity with the WECC Regional Planning Guidelines, in addition to complying with the reliability and transmission rating review process.  The purpose of the WECC Regional Planning Guidelines is to: 


a)
Foster the development of a broad regional planning perspective among all stakeholders in the planning process,


b) 
Promote and encourage the most efficient use and development of the region's existing and future facilities that enhance interconnected system operation, and 


c)
Assure that all relevant regional planning issues are considered during the planning of transmission projects with regional significance. 

1.0
Regional Planning Guidelines
Each project shall:


a)
Take multiple project needs and plans into account, including identified utilities' and non-utilities' future needs, environmental and other stakeholder interests.


b)
Cooperate with others to look beyond specific end points of the entities' project to identify broader regional needs or opportunities.


c)
Address the efficient use of transmission corridors (e.g., rights-of-ways, new projects, optimal line voltage, upgrades, etc.).


d)
Identify and show how the project improves efficient use of, or impacts existing and planned resources of the region (e.g.,  regional benefits and impacts, transmission constraint mitigation) and cooperate with non-participant members in determining the benefits and impacts due to the project.


e)
Identify transmission physical and operational constraints resulting from the project or that are removed by the project.


f)
Coordinate project plans with and seeks input from all affected systems, sub-regional planning groups, power pools, and region-wide planning group(s).


g)
Coordinate project plans with and seek input from other stakeholders (advisors) including utilities, independent power producers, environmental and land use groups, regulators (as represented by the advisors), and other stakeholders that may have an interest.


h)
Review the possibility of using the existing system or upgrades and address the feasibility of alternatives.

i) Coordinate with potentially parallel or competing projects and consolidate projects where practicable.

G:\DEPT\SEC\REGPLAN\Regional_Planning_Guidelines_02-28-03.doc
� Regional Entity as defined in Section 3.25 of the WECC Bylaws: A regional transmission organization or some other formally or informally constituted regional organization or group within the Western Interconnection, including but not limited to a Control Area, a group of Control Areas acting in concert, or a group of Entities that own or operate Transmission Facilities acting in concert.  At the time of the formation of the WECC, regions will define their boundaries and establish formal or informal coordination as necessary.  These boundaries can be reevaluated or modified over time.





Entity as defined in Section 3.11 of the WECC Bylaws: Any individual, person, corporation, partnership, association, governmental body or organization of any kind.
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