BOX 2,3, and 4 Combined:

Outcome of Existing and Future Planning Processes

Prior to the formation of RTOs, subregional planning processes should be put in place and encouraged to identify the associated costs and benefits derived from adding subregional transmission and generation projects.  These subregional planning efforts will determine the best incremental additions to the system from a subregional perspective.  These subregional planning processes should be public and consider transmission as well as non-transmission alternatives.    The expansion plans that are developed in these subregional planning processes will be fed into the SSG-WI planning process for evaluation of how they fit into an optimal west-wide plan.

When the planning processes of the three proposed RTOs in the Western Interconnection are fully implemented, the subregional planning processes will be folded into the RTO  planning processes.    

Each RTO Planning Process will be designed to address the transmission expansion needs of it service territory.  The specifics of these processes will not be described in detail here (not all of them are fully developed at this time).

Projects that are proposed outside of  RTO Planning Processes can be brought into the SSG-WI Planning Process.  Opportunities for improved regional transmission efficiencies, unsponsored projects, ideas and potential needs can be brought into this process to determine if there is enough combined interest for parties to pursue these projects.  These could come from non-RTO members or RTO members that are interested in exploring potential projects.  These projects can be introduced into the RTO Planning Process and/or the SSG_WI Planning Process.

