All,

Following are some thoughts about what we want the database manager to do.

Please send comments to all the parties of this small group by 5 PM MST

Monday, November 17.  I'll compile the comments into a single list for

discussion on our November 21st conference call.  After some thought, I came

to the conclusion that the database manager should be the collector of the

data for SSG-WI studies and for changes made by other users of the system.

What do the rest of you think about this?

*
Maintain Cost production data and network topology changes in a

common database structure such as Access.

*
Load data with duration curves.

*
generation data such as heat rates, assumed hydro operation, wind

assumptions

*
Fuel prices including latest projections provided by the database

users.

*
Any assumptions about maintenance of transmission and generation and

forced outages of the same.

*
Insure that data synchronized with WECC powerflow cases

*
Check data for consistency and errors.

*
Develop extraction routines to supply the data to the requestor in a

general form that can be used by most cost/production models.  This includes

network topology changes in the SSG-WI database.

*
Contract with parties for access to the data on behalf of SSG-WI

*
Provide architecture that facilitates access to the data to parties

that have contracted for the same.  Provide SSG-WI list of database users if

requested.

*
Document and track changes made by others to the database.

*
Provide list of changes to SSG-WI for its approval prior to

assimilating changes into the database

*
Maintain database of changes that SSG-WI did not incorporate into

database along with the reason why not incorporated.  This data should be

time dated and identify who submitted the changes.  This information can be

made available to the database users upon request.

*
Provide version tracking of changes so that it is identified when

the changes were made and who had submitted such changes.  Also, there has

to be the ability to go to an earlier version of the database upon demand.

*
Incorporate data generated by subregional study groups into the

database (SSG-WI should review such changes before incoporating).

*
If the database manager is going to run studies for third parties

using this data, this use will have to be recognized in the agreement with

the database manager and the appropriate compenstion with SSG-WI will need

to be negotiated.  Expect lower costs to SSG-WI for database management if

party is going to use this database for its other business pursuits.  Or

does the database manager contract for access to the database like other

users?  Does this represent a conflict of interest?  Should this activity be

prohibited in the agreement?

I do not believe that we can put the WECC network data into our database.

This information is proprietary to WECC and its members.  Anyone needing

this data will have to make the appropriate arrangements with WECC.

However,  any changes that SSG-WI or the users of the SSG-WI data make to

the network topology should be available through the SSG-WI database.

Perhaps, the topology changes should be provided to WECC for its

information.  We may need a legal opinion on this.

The list of data used for cost/production studies is not exhaustive and may

not be complete.  Any additions are welcome.  Once we settle on the

requirements for the database manager, the requirements will need to be put

into an RFP.  The next question is to whom do we send the RFP.  Dean and I

have had some parties express interest in this project.  Please start

thinking about who should receive the request.  Also do we include in the

request the option of the party to conduct the studies?  Which SSG-WI

participants have the capability to run these studies and are they willing

to run the studies?  Should running the studies be a separate RFP or should

we have a single RFP where we have the parties submit proposals based on

maintaining the data only, running the studies only or both?  We will need a

proposal for the December PWG meeting.  What are the requirements for

someone to run the studies?

Dean, Does SSG-WI have someone who can put the requirements into an RFP

format?
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