From the last call I was tasked to estimate the time it took PacifiCorp's

team to put together each "set" of runs (e.g. 2008 series, 2013 Gas, 2013

Coal, 2013 Renewable). Once the model was built and running, we started

producing runs for SSG-WI about May 1st and finished in September. This was

essentially full time for Rich, Jamie and I so ~15 man months for 4 sets of

studies. Roughly one "set" per 4 man months or 1/3 of a work year. 

Looking over the SPDBIG proposal, a few things came to mind as needed or

desirable.

1). A database management system that loads the data, indexes changes and

dates, can hold alternate forms of data would be good. Currently I keep

several vintages of the ABB data. I index them by date. I often cannot

remember what exactly changed between the August 02 version and the October

02 version. A database management program could automatically track every

item that was changed, what it was and what it was modified to. Many

consultants who could do other SSG-WI tasks, would not have such a system,

and it might save money for SSG-WI to obtain one rather than pay the

consultant to hire a consultant. I've been told that building a database

management system from scratch could be the cheapest way for

SSGWI.[Consultants that run power production cost models will tend to store

the data in that particular model they are running.  They do not tend to be

database managers.  Database management is separated from the production

cost model.  At any given time, the data that is used in a production cost

model, will be a particular subset of the database management system].

2). SSG-WI would want Remote backup for the data. This might be provided at

low cost by one of the SSG-WI participants. I.e. remote backup costs might

just be a utility adding a drive to their existing data backup system for

SSG-WI use. (May only be an issue for an individual or small firm).

3). SSG-WI might want to get a simple Time bid for one 2/3 to full time

consultant. 

(As noted above, developing one set of runs and getting the data out would

take 1/3 of a person year. I suspect updating the data, responding to

requests for data, public meetings, and other tasks will easily eat up

another 4 months. In fact I think the full year will be filled up,

particularly as SSG-WI members might want this person to liaison with model

venders who want to load/convert the data for their model and run benchmark

studies.)

4). Check with vendors if they would be willing to allow the SSG-WI effort

to use their model for a reduces rate (hopefully zero) in return essentially

for publicity, contacts, goodwill, and getting a dataset that works in their

model. (a couple have made informal comments that they might be willing).

Keeping the RFP open to building blocks, as well as packages; this should

help in keeping the costs down. The bids could be sought for

1). Data management software 

2). Production cost model software 

3). Individual contractors that have the experience in either or both

database management and production cost simulation 

4). Full or partial package bid

Thanks

Kurt

-----Original Message-----

From: Dean Perry [mailto:dean.perry@nwpp.org] 

Sent: Monday, December 15, 2003 8:08 AM

To: robert.smith@aps.com; Jcaldwell@awea.org; etollefson@caiso.com;

jmiller@caiso.com; Jtucker@deseretpower.com; cpraul@energy.state.ca.us;

reinhold@globalcrossing.net; ray.brush@northwestern.com;

kurt.granat@pacificorp.com; rich.bayless@pacificorp.com;

jwilliams@peabodyenergy.com; creese@puget.com; hrpeters@srpnet.com;

ebeck@tucsonelectric.com; dlarson@westgov.org 

Cc: etoolson@caiso.com; judyrtowest@earthlink.net; Dean Perry;

kristiwallis@sprintmail.com; jim_byrne_slc@yahoo.com 

Subject: SSG-WI SPDBIG Conference Call Announcement

It looks like the best time for a conference call of the SSG-WI SPDBIG

group, to discuss the RFP for the database implementation and the 2004

SSG-WI Study Program, is tomorrow, Tuesday December 16, at 2:30 pm PST. 

The conference call number is 1-800-503-3360 or 503-813-5600.  The

Meeting ID and the Meeting Passcode are the same, 427878.

Hope you can all participate.

Let Ray Brush or myself know if you have any questions.

Dean

>>> Dean Perry 12/12/03 12:05PM >>>

Ray Brush would like to schedule a conference call early next week, of

the SSG-WI group working on the SSG-WI RFP for database implementation.

Could you let me know  ASAP, your availability during the following

times:

Monday, Dec. 15 - prior to 2:00 pm PST

Tuesday, Dec. 16 - all day

Thursday, Dec. 18 - all day

Thanks for your help.

Dean

