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Due Date - 2nd Quarter 2003

· High Priority. Develop a process to identify transmission projects that are needed for economic reasons to facilitate a competitive and seamless west-wide wholesale electricity market. 

STATUS - COMPLETED– 

· The SSG-WI Planning Process is described in the document “SSG-WI Planning Function and it’s Interactions within the Western Interconnection”, approved by the SSG-WI Steering Group on  August 5, 2003.

· The SSG-WI Planning Process is comprised of an annual study program, an identification of system needs and economic projects, preparation of a SSG-WI Transmission Report, and dissemination of information to stakeholders.

· High Priority. For projects that (1) would have a direct effect on more than one RTO, (2) are developed by sponsors outside of the Planning Work Group planning process, and (3) seek cost recovery from Western RTO ratepayers, SSG-WI will develop a process to evaluate whether the projects are justified (necessary and cost effective).
STATUS - COMPLETED–

· The SSG-WI Planning Work Group considered this issue and recommended that since the requested assistance may vary from situation to situation, the process response to these projects should be customized to the particular need and the detailed requirements determined at that time.  This was approved by the SSG-WI Steering Group on August 5, 2003.

· The PWG expects that few projects will meet the criteria described in this issue.  Most projects will be more appropriately addressed though one or more of the RTOs.  Whether SSG-WI undertakes additional detailed studies and assessments, as well as the nature of these studies and assessments, will be determined by SSG-WI and the entity requesting help.  Factors used in these studies, such as metrics, standards, and criteria will be determined at that time on a case-by-case basis.  
· High Priority. Determine if and how SSG-WI will support implementation of projects recommended by the Planning Work Group. 
STATUS - COMPLETED 

· Recommendations of the PWG were approved by the SSG-WI Steering Group August 5, 2003.  It was decided that SSG-WI will provide support for projects by:

· Indicating that the proposed project would serve a need identified by SSG-WI PWG studies.

· Indicating that the sponsor was active within the planning process 

· Indicating that the project might prove useful to the region such as increasing Transfer Capability and relieving congestion

· Making SSG-WI models available for others’ use

· Providing technical analysis and support if requested by the sponsor  

· Upon request of a project sponsor or state siting agency, supporting the siting process

· SSG-WI expects the existing processes to evolve to reflect an increasing planning role for the RTOs.  

· High Priority. Develop a process to resolve differences in transmission interconnections that enables parties to avoid going to the Commission under the process set forth in sections 210 and 211 of the Federal Power Act.
STATUS - COMPLETED 

· Following review of this issue, the Planning WG recommended that existing processes in the West and future RTO processes would adequately address this issue.  The SSG-WI Steering Group approved this recommendation on August 5, 2003.  
· The RTOs will apply their own procedures to resolve RTO to RTO differences, including differences in interconnection requirements.  SSG-WI will serve as the forum to facilitate resolution of these differences.  For interconnections between RTO members, interconnection issues will be addressed in accordance with the procedures of each RTO.  Where a decision involves an entity not a member of an RTO, interconnection decisions relating to that entity will be made by that entity in conjunction with the affected RTO.  

Due Date - 3rd Quarter 2003

· High Priority.  Submit SSG-WI Western Interconnection Transmission Plan to the western RTOs.
STATUS - COMPLETED 

· The Transmission Report submitted with this filing completes this Task.  In the future, reports will be prepared on an annual basis.
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