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Draft Memorandum of Understanding

between

Seams Steering Group (Western Interconnection) Planning Work Group (PWG)

and

PacifiCorp (PAC)

On a joint program of work to assist the PWG in their evaluation of generation and transmission expansion options in the Western Interconnected system.

Background

SSG-WI PWG is charged with assessing the prospective incidence of commercially significant congestion on the main interconnected transmission network of the Western Interconnection. They have undertaken a program of work designed to identify flowpaths likely to become congested under a range of load growth and generation expansion and fuel/price scenarios, and to evaluate the benefits of potential transmission expansion options that may alleviate the economic impact of such congestion.

PacifCorp are licensed users of a proprietary software package, ABB Market Simulator (ABB-MS), which can be used to make an economic assessment of such scenarios, and to quantify the prospective incidence, volume and relative cost of congestion and its impact on market prices and resource utilization under the scenarios specified.

What PAC will do
1. PAC agrees to provide to the PWG a total of [8 man-weeks] of PAC technical staff resources, at PAC’s own cost, to assist the PWG in completing its program of work, by carrying out the tasks itemised below.  These resources will be made available to PWG on a mutually agreed timetable, as detailed below.

2. PAC agrees to carry out, on behalf of the PWG and for a program of study cases to be specified by PWG and agreed to by PAC, two (2) series of power market simulations using its own copy of ABB Market Simulator.

3. PAC will specify to the PWG the form and nature of input data required for each series of simulations, and will provide the PWG with input data forms in a mutually-agreed format that will facilitate data collection.

4. On receipt of the input data in a mutually agreed format, PAC will collate the data into the database format required by ABB-MS and will vet the data for completeness.

5. On completion of each of the series of simulations, PAC will provide PWG with a copy of the study results (in a mutually-agreed electronic format) together with a copy of the results of a mutually-agreed set of post-simulation analyses of the simulation results (also in a mutually-agreed electronic format).

6. On completion of the simulation studies, PAC will provide the PWG with a copy of the input data[base] for the simulation studies (in a mutually-agreed electronic format), subject to PAC’s receiving assurance from PWG that PWG has rights to such information.

What PWG will do 
1. PWG will obtain confirmation that it and its members have the right to acquire, exchange, copy and/or publish all data which it or its members transmit to PAC for the above purpose, and that none of this data is the Confidential Information of any party who has not agreed to its disclosure or use.

2. PWG shall, through its members, collect such input data as PAC shall specify, using best-faith endeavors to ensure the accuracy and completeness of the data.  Where such cannot be achieved, the PWG shall agree, and supply to PAC, default or typical values of the missing data parameter(s).

3. PWG shall ensure that the complete data set represents a viable power flow dataset for the Western Interconnected system.

4. PWG shall decide on a number of simulation scenarios to be carried out by PAC, the number of such scenarios to be agreed with PAC.  These scenarios may comprise:

(i) a base case for Y2008 including presently committed transmission expansions;

(ii) the base case plus specified combination(s) of generation resource developments, fuel mix and cost);

(iii) a second series as per (ii) for Y2013, comprising the base case plus load growth plus specified generation and transmission developments deemed appropriate from the results of (ii).

5. For each set of transmission expansions to be considered, PWG will determine (and inform PAC) of the effect of such expansion on flowpath ratings or nomogram limits.

Scheduled timetable of this work [to be confirmed]

Subject to both parties agreement to this MOU, both parties’ representatives will begin preparatory work in [August] 2002, with data collection to be complete by [end-October], and the first series of simulations to be completed by [end-December].  The second series of simulations will begin no earlier than [March] 2003, and will be completed by end-May, 2003.
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