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ADVANCE \R 36.0
 Western ADVANCE \L 3.60Electricity ADVANCE \L 3.60Coordinating ADVANCE \L 3.60Council
August 14, 2003

Planning Coordination Committee

Subject: SSG-WI Planning Process 
Enclosed for your review and comment is a copy of the SSG-WI document entitled “SSG-WI Planning Function and its Interactions within the Western Interconnection.”  At the last PCC meeting I gave a short presentation on the SSG-WI planning function.  I indicated we would send you the attached information for your review and comment.  It is important that you have a chance to review what SSG-WI envisions for its planning process and you have an opportunity to provide your input.   Please do that.   My plan is to collect all the PCC comments and provide them to the SSG-WI Planning Work Group.  While a number of PCC members have been involved in drafting this document, we believe that all PCC members should have an opportunity to comment before this document is finalized.

This document has been under development by the SSG-WI Planning Work Group for the past several months and was approved by the SSG-WI Steering Group on August 5, 2003.  SSG-WI plans to include this document as part of a Transmission Report filing with the FERC this fall. 

As described in this document, the SSG-WI planning function is a west wide planning effort, identifying the potential areas of future transmission path congestion that might impact the marketing of energy within the Western Interconnection, and alternative transmission and non-transmission solutions.    The document describes the relationship between this planning function and the planning activities of Load Serving Entities, RTO/ISO’s, WECC and project sponsors.

An important aspect of this effort is to establish a relationship with the various subregional planning groups such as CATS and STEP and the new ones now forming in the Northwest and in the Wyoming / Utah areas.  While these groups may become part of the RTO’s in the future, they fill an essential planning function now and need to be recognized.

SSG-WI and WECC need to establish a strong supportive working relationship.  You will note in the document there is a discussion of this relationship as envisioned by SSG-WI.  Because of the importance of this relationship, Appendix II was included in the report as a summary description of the WECC Regional Planning Project Review Process.  

Please send any comments you have to me by September 12, 2003 and I will consolidate and forward them to the SSG-WI Planning Work Group. 

Enclosure


Harlow Peterson 
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