Transmission Planning Seminar
June 5, 2003

Sheraton @ PDX

1:00 – 4:30 p.m.

Background/Purpose
Many Northwest utilities are interested in an incremental approach to improving the region's transmission system, and are looking for areas where improvements could be made in relatively short order, with minimal risk, and with measurable net benefits. The first area chosen is the potential for merging existing OASIS systems into a single "one stop shop", so that transmission users can place schedules on multiple transmission systems more easily.  The second area is integrated transmission planning, which is the subject of this seminar.  Assuming that existing transmission planning processes can be better integrated and made more "user-friendly", the more difficult subjects of transmission expansion (deciding what to build, by whom, and when) and cost recovery (deciding how to pay for the additional capacity) will hopefully be addressed.

This seminar is intended to bring together a variety of parties interested in long-term transmission planning, to achieve a common level of understanding of existing planning activities, and to determine how existing planning processes can be better integrated and coordinated.  This seminar is expected to lead to follow-up work on transmission expansion and related topics.
Moderator
Hardev Juj 

Target Audiences

1. Policy people more than technical

2. Transmission users

3. Transmission planners/builders

4. Non-transmission solution people

Agenda

1. Overview 
Hardev Juj
15 minutes

· Background/Purpose

· Introductions

2. Presentations on Existing Planning Processes 
(10 min each /1.5 hours)

· WECC Significant Additions
Jerry Rust

· WECC Regional Planning – Project  Review
John Martinsen

· NWPP Transmission Planning Committee
Hardev Juj

· BPA - Infrastructure Technical Rev. Comm.
Brian Silverstein 

· BPA -  Non-Wires Solution
Tom Foley??/Brian Siverstein

· Seams Steering Group – Western Interconnect
Dean Perry

3. Opportunities for Improving
All
(30-60 min)

4. Next Steps 
All
(30 min)

For each Presentation (Agenda Item 2)

1. Who provides what into the planning process?

1. What is the product or output of the process?

2. How often does the process yield a product?

3. What planning timeframe does the process address?

4. What is the geographic scope of the process?

5. Who are the intended audiences and the usual participants in the process?

6. Is there a form of approval of products or outcome of the process?

7. To what extent is cost-benefit (C/B) analysis used to analyze proposed transmission investments and set priorities?  If C/B analysis is used, how is it applied, generally speaking (or perhaps with an example)?

8. How are the various purposes of a proposed transmission investments balanced in an economic sense:  reliability versus generation efficiency or some other measure of economic benefit?

9. How is uncertainty built into the planning process?

10. Is there any attempt to assess market power in the planning process?  For example, is there any analysis of the impacts of individual projects on market power (structural or behavioral)?

11. How are network externalities (impacts on third parties) taken into account in the planning process?

12. Is there any attempt in the planning process to identify the "winners and losers" associated with a given proposed project?

13. What funding sources are currently in place to support planning activities?

14. How effect is the process?  What grade (A—F) would you give the process?

Also come prepared to answer these questions (Agenda Item 3):

1. Is today's transmission planning approach working for the region?  What makes you think that?

2. Are there Impediments and problems in existing processes?

3. Is there a need to improve coordination among processes?

4. Are the right people getting involved/ need for better public involvement?

5. What role would these processes play with the formation of an RTO/ISO?

6. If the region did not form an RTO/ISO what would need to be put in place to ensure that adequate transmission planning is accomplished?

7. Compare and contrast the transmission planning that would take place with an RTO/ISO vs. what you feel would be necessary in a non-RTO/ISO world.

8. How could a non-RTO/ISO approach work in a scenario where the RTO/ISO is a virtual one (i.e. - where everything is contractual between utilities and other existing regional entities) to ensure that the planning actually resulted in expansion of the grid?
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