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Major Planning Messages

1. An open, stakeholder involved transmission planning function has now been established which, together with the Subregional Planning Groups, will identify and develop plans for expansion of the western interconnected transmission system.  SSG-WI will focus on broad higher level west wide needs.  The SPGs will perform more in-depth planning studies.

2. To obtain the benefits of this joint planning effort, that is the construction of identified needed facilities, there is now a need to address and resolve the issues that are barriers to investment in transmission expansion such as cost allocation, cost recovery and siting/permitting.  NOTE: It was suggested by the Steering Group that SSG-WI needs to take the initiative to move the plan forward, give it more visibility and help facilitate the development of its implementation, i.e. the Transmission Report is not the end of SSG-WI’s responsibility.

3.  It is intended that this planning function will continue in the future to address western transmission expansion issues and will issue an annual Transmission Report, working in close cooperation with the states and with the Subregional Planning Groups. 

4. Regarding the study program itself, new transmission needed to integrate bookend gas, coal and renewable generation scenarios were identified for the 10 year planning horizon.  Capital investment costs and production cost savings were identified with each scenario.  

5. A Planning Function (Process) has been developed, coordinating the planning responsibilities of SSG-WI, the Subregional Planning Groups, the proposed RTOs and the WECC.

6. The SSG-WI Steering Group approved the SSG-WI Planning Function on August 5, 2003 and approved the SSG-WI Transmission Report on October 17, 2003.  NOTE:  Primary focus of the October 17 Steering Group meeting regarded whether or not to include in the Executive Summary a list of Benefit Cost Indicators, subject to subjective evaluation.  It was decided that the PWG should pursue the use of such Indicators for future use, but should not include them in the current report.  

