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SUBJECT:
Impact of interconnection and transmission service queuing practices
Throughout recent interconnection-wide transmission planning efforts, beginning as early as the Western Governors’ Association’s Conceptual Transmission Plan in 2001 and continuing through the SSG-WI planning efforts, concerns have been raised about the impact of interconnection queuing practices in thwarting the development of cost-effective transmission projects.  Several companies have argued that current interconnection queuing practices, which require the independent processing of interconnection requests on a first-come-first-served basis, preclude the development of economic transmission projects that could serve parties occupying different positions in the queue.  

Additionally, generators seeking to locate in an area with multiple transmission owners might file multiple requests with adjacent transmission owners to shop for the best deal or perhaps speed up the process.  This can lead to duplicative study efforts that will eventually need to be coordinated.  Sometimes competing developers file parallel requests to block or hinder movement through the queue.  

If a developer needs to talk to two providers to get an answer to its request, it has to wait for the slowest one to answer.  (For example, a developer might be looking for different interconnection points or to interconnect on one system and request transmission service from another.) The coordination that needs to take place between the multiple providers won't take place until the last provider examines the request.  The difference in timing of the queues could be a year or more.   Without the complete transaction, developers are unlikely to pursue their projects even if they are economic.


There is a need to examine the validity and extent of such queuing issues.  One option is for the SSG-WI Planning Work Group or another SSG-WI work group to lead the exploration.  Another option is to request WECC examine the issue.  


The Planning Work Group requests a decision by the Steering Committee on where this work should be conducted.  If the Steering Committee decides that the Planning Work Group is the appropriate forum, the PWG’s 2004 work plan would be amended to include the task of developing a discussion paper on queuing issues and their impact on transmission expansion.

