Meeting Notes

SSG-WI Planning WG Meeting

April 5, 2004

Portland, Oregon

2004 base case - Generation Expansion scenario

During 2004, SSG-WI will develop a 10-year base case representing a “realistic” generation scenario.  It was suggested that SSG-WI request input on generation and transmission for the 10-year case from each of the four Subregional Planning Groups (SPG).  SSG-WI will then create the 10-year case, modifying the input received as necessary working with the SPGs.  Jeff Miller will draft a request letter to send to the four SPGs.  This draft letter will be discussed with the SPG chairs on the May 4, 2004 Coordination Conference Call. 

Workshop on Economic Evaluation

The Technical Support Group recommended that the PWG sponsor a Workshop on the use of production costing programs and the interpretation of economic results.  The PWG agreed to sponsor the Workshop.  The Workshop is now scheduled for the week of September 13, 2004, in Portland.

Jeff will resend a draft of the Workshop Agenda to the PWG for comments.  Jeff asked that the PWG identify a person to serve as the meeting organizer.

Modeling Workshop

The Modeling Improvement Group proposed that the PWG sponsor a Workshop on modeling improvements.  The PWG agreed the workshop would be beneficial and agreed to sponsor the Workshop.  It was decided to schedule the Workshop back to back with the above Economic Evaluation Workshop, in September.

The modeling Workshop would invite international experts and vendors familiar with production costing modeling.  The purpose would be to identify areas where the industry feels improvements should be made.  Dennis Phillips will take the lead in organizing the Agenda for the Workshop.

WECC Data Request Letter 

The Technical Support Group is preparing a letter for SSG-WI to send to WECC requesting control area level data on energy and peak demand.  This data will improve the load representation in the models.  Grace Anderson and Kurt Granat are drafting the letter.  CREPC plans to send a similar letter to WECC.  The letters will then be used by WECC to review their policy for release of control area data.

Improvements in Wind modeling – Contact NREL

The Technical Support Group has asked Dean Perry to request the National Renewable Energy Lab’s (NREL) participation in the 2004 base case development work.  NREL has been participating in the RMATS studies and has developed wind models for the western states that can be used to more accurately locate wind resources for future studies.

Historical Analysis of Path Flows

Marv Landauer reported on the results of the survey to determine what ATC data was available from the western OASIS sites.   The PWG asked that preliminary analysis be done with some of the ATC data that is available to determine how the ATC data will be used, before requesting OASIS sites to submit data.  At the next PWG meeting, we will present results of preliminary ATC analysis.

 SSG-WI Database

The Database Management RFP is being reviewed by attorney’s from the 3 proposed RTOs.  Issues regarding SSG-WI’s ability to contract for services are being addressed.  This has caused a delay in issuing the RFP.

The database used in the 2003 SSG-WI studies is now available from Pacificorp.  Contact Lisa Lynch-Harkins at lisa.lynch_harkins@pacificorp.com for a copy of the license agreement.

 Role of SSG-WI in Developing Non-Transmission Alternatives

Marv Landauer presented a draft paper describing how the SSG-WI Planning Process deals with non-transmission alternatives.  Three categories of projects are described, namely (1) traditional transmission line projects (2) System enhancements and (3) non-wire solutions.  The PWG was asked to send comments to Marv.  Marv will redraft the paper and it will be discussed at the next meeting.  The paper is posted on the SSG-WI web site under the April 5 PWG meeting documents.

Next Meeting

The next PWG meeting is scheduled for June 15, 2004.  It was requested that the meeting again be held at the PDX Conference Center.

