Louise McCarren                                                            April 20, 2004

Chief Executive Officer

Western Electricity Coordinating Council

Salt Lake City, Utah

Dear Ms. McCarren,

The Seams Steering Group-Western Interconnection (SSG-WI) has worked in partnership with WECC staff, CREPC, PacifiCorp and others to develop a database of information needed to undertake a wide variety of Western Interconnection energy assessments.  It was this database that was used by the SSG-WI Planning Workgroup (PWG) in completing the Framework for Transmission Expansion report that was submitted to the FERC in Fall, 2003.  

The data base consists of detailed information related to system operation, including loads and resources, transmission system configuration and transfer capabilities.  As a starting point, it relies on the power flow cases developed by the WECC Technical Studies Subcommittee and the load forecast for the five WECC subregions reported in the WECC Load and Resources Summary Reports.

As a part of SSG-WI’s goal of fostering an open planning process that is inclusive of all parties wishing to participate, we have tried to make as many aspects of the data base transparent and available for sub-regional transmission study groups to use in their planning analyses.   This goal is also a priority of CREPC and its technical work group the Westwide Resource Assessment Team (WRAT). 

One key limitation we have faced in accomplishing this goal is that the load forecasts provided to WECC by the control areas are not available to us at a necessary level of detail.

We feel strongly that in order to provide a consistent foundation for future region-wide analyses it is critical that the control area forecast information be made available to parties other than the WECC staff.  Without this first-hand forecast information, parties such as PacifiCorp, the California Energy Commission, the NW Power and Conservation Council and private consultants such as Henwood Energy Services have had to resort to developing their own “jury-rigged” estimates of future loads at a meaningful level of geographic detail.  It is unclear that any of these forecasts are accurate and as such the value of regional assessments is undermined and cannot be compared to one another since the forecasts are not those provided by the control areas.

The data that we are asking be made public consists of control area forecasts of:

1) monthly demand (MW) data of actual year and 10 forecast future years; 

2) monthly energy (gWh) data for the actual year and two forecast future years; and, 

3) annual energy forecast data for the remainder of the 10 year period.

SSG-WI and its PWG stand ready to work as a partner with WECC and its staff in developing and maintaining a high quality, consistent and current data base of information needed for better understanding key aspects of the western integrated electricity system.  Members of the SSG-WI Steering Group  are committed to an ongoing effort to maintain the data base once it is developed.  The WECC Board has approved your staff responding to our RFP for data base development and maintenance.  

Making sure the load and resource information in the data base is accurate and representative of the WECC control area forecasts is a high priority for the transmission planning studies we will be undertaking in Fall 2004, so I am hopeful that we can begin to rebuild the load forecast portion of the data base this summer.  If you have any questions or if there is anything we can do to facilitate your coordination with the control areas, please let me know.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of this request.  Oh, and welcome to the WI—we are glad you have joined us.  Plenty of challenges out here!

Sincerely,

Bud Krogh

Chairman, SSG-WI Steering Group  
