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Status update on MIG related issues
Issue 1:  Ongoing efforts to fund the “Analytical Needs and Model Assessment Study”  


· DOE’s Jimmy Glotfelty has asked BPA/WAPA representatives to schedule a briefing to discuss funding of SSG-WI’s “Analytical Needs and Model Assessment” grant. 

· On another front…The U.S. Department of Energy's (DOE) National Energy Technology Laboratory (NETL), on behalf of the DOE Office of Energy Assurance, has released of a solicitation for proposals to develop and demonstrate technology that can help ensure the reliability and security of the Nation's energy infrastructure. The objective of this solicitation is to financially assist selected participants to develop technologies in the areas of physical security, cyber security, and modeling, simulation, and analysis and to demonstrate the technology at an end user facility. Applications proposing to develop and demonstrate innovative ways to implement existing technologies are also encouraged. Subject to funding availability, the total DOE funding under this solicitation will be approximately $2,650,000.  One caveat: Only non-federal entities can submit proposals.   
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Is the PWG interested in exploring this approach for funding model and database improvements?  
Issue 2: To hold, or not to hold, a separate modeling workshop  

· A suggestion was made at the March 2, 2004 SSG-WI PWG Technical Support Group (TSG) Meeting to conduct a separate vendor workshop 
 as a first step in addressing needed model improvements identified in our October 2003 “Framework for Expansion of the WI Transmission System” Report.

· The Primary purpose of the workshop: To develop a better understanding of the many interrelated technical issues affecting long term transmission modeling, including:

a) Modeling stochastic processes (e.g., inflows, loads, fuel prices, outages)  

b) Embedding resource acquisition logic into OPF simulation. 

c) Incorporating uncertainty into OPF decision logic;

d) Monitoring/Maintaining minimum reliability criteria within OPF optimization;

e) Simulating cascaded hydro operations within OPF;

f) Representing market power/gaming behavior within OPF, 

g) High-level overview of capabilities of various commercial products, etc…

· A phone conference of the Model Improvement Group (MIG) was held on March 17 to discuss "whether, how and when" to conduct a vendor/modeling workshop (see below: Recommendation of MIG).

· The consensus among those who participated in the phone conference was that a separate workshop was redundant and it would be better to allocate approximately ½ day of the Technical Support Group’s 2-day workshop to cover the subject material outlined above.  (In fact, the TSG has since allocated nearly 100% of the first day (June 23) to discuss modeling issues).   

Issue 3:  Do we need a separate modeling forum to coordinate SSG-WI and sub-regional modeling efforts?

· What should be the role of SSG-WI and the sub-regional planning groups in educating and training its members in the theory, capabilities, limitations, use of existing long-term transmission planning models?

What is the long-term strategy for dealing with such modeling issues as: model performance testing, calibration, validation, study configuration, interpretation of results.

· What should be the role of SSG-WI and the sub-regional planning groups in working with vendors to improve these models and prioritize future development efforts?  

· Should we expand MIG’s membership base to include modeling experts from within our organizations - do our modeling experts have such a forum today?

· Can MIG serve as a forum in which professional modeling experts from throughout WECC can work with vendors to collaboratively advance the science and economics of transmission planning?     

�  The TSG is already in the process of designing a two-day workshop that will focus on the broader subject material of the "Economic Assessment of Transmission Additions."  The purpose of the TSG workshop is to educate SSG-WI members and other interested parties on the broader subject material of how economic study results, like the ones SSG-WI produces, can be interpreted, and to raise a number of policy issues such as how to calculate benefits for an individual project participant.
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