SSG-WI Transmission Planning and Advocacy 
Mission Statement and Scope of Work
Mission Statement

SSG-WI’s Transmission Planning and Advocacy mission is:

To establish an on-going, collaborative, west-wide commercial transmission expansion planning and advocacy function for the Western Interconnection that supports the growth of well-functioning west-wide wholesale electricity services markets. SSG-WI will focus on supporting coordination of planning efforts among subregional levels and on integrated planning and advocacy at the west-wide level with the purpose of facilitating commercial transmission expansion that benefits the Western Interconnection as a whole.

Several key elements of the Transmission Planning and Advocacy mission should be emphasized:

Commercial transmission expansion: SSG-WI’s efforts in this realm will focus on transmission planning driven primarily by commercial as opposed to reliability considerations. Commercial transmission projects are those that are needed primarily to capture economic benefits (economically-driven expansion projects) whereas reliability transmission projects are driven by the need to reliably serve existing load obligations (reliability-driven expansion projects). 

West-Wide: SSG-WI will conduct transmission planning and advocacy primarily at the Western Interconnection level, rather than at subregional levels. It will focus on transmission projects that would accrue significant benefits to the Western Interconnection as a whole but cannot be justified by any single component jurisdiction (e.g. subregion, state or province, or utility).

Integration and Coordination: A central component of SSG-WI’s west-wide planning activities is cooperating with, and facilitating coordination among other entities engaged in commercial transmission planning at subregional levels (e.g. states/provinces or Sub-regional Planning Groups). Supporting the development of high quality analyses and plans from subregional levels is key to quality integrated planning at the west-wide level.
 In addition to coordination and integration of commercial transmission planning and advocacy activities, SSG-WI will coordinate commercial transmission planning efforts with the reliability functions of WECC. 

Planning And Advocacy Function: SSG-WI will engage in both commercial transmission planning and advocacy, where:

· Planning includes all the steps necessary to identify options and to recommend projects for the Western Interconnection and 

· Advocacy involves facilitating the implementation of planned projects through analysis and direct project advocacy aimed at mitigating current barriers to west-wide transmission expansion.

Collaborative: SSG-WI will establish a planning process that includes affected stakeholders. When appropriate, SSG-WI will seek to fulfill its mission through active participation in forums established by existing organizations.

Scope of Work 

In order to fulfill SSG-WI’s Transmission Planning and Advocacy Mission, SSG-WI sets out the following subfunctions:  
1. Database Development And Information Dissemination: Develop and maintain databases that are required to study commercial expansion needs and options and make data available to the industry;

2. Model Development And Conducting Studies: Develop models and using those models, conduct studies in order to:
(a) determine historical, current, or anticipated west-wide transmission congestion;

(b) identify feasible transmission expansion options and recommend projects that mitigate that congestion; and

(c) identify barriers to the implementation of recommended or planned west-wide transmission projects and facilitate the resolution of those barriers (e.g.  if a significant barrier to implementing critical west-wide transmission expansion projects is the absence of an acceptable methodology for identifying beneficiaries of west-wide transmission projects, SSG-WI may analyze a range of methodologies).
3. Project Advocacy: Actively seek to mitigate impediments to the implementation of transmission expansion plans or projects that critically support the growth of well-functioning west-wide wholesale electricity services markets. This may include education and outreach or direct project advocacy with key government bodies or other industry stakeholders.

Work Plan 2004

NOTE: This is a high-level work plan for SSG-WI as a whole. When complete, it should identify specific planning/advocacy tasks/activities that the TPWG as well as the Steering Group itself intends to engage in under each of the subfunctions identified above.

1. Database Development And Information Dissemination

· Acquire and maintain the west-wide production-costing database originally developed by Pacificorp; and

· Contract with an entity to maintain the database for SSG-WI

2. Model Development And Conducting Studies

· In cooperation with the Subregional Planning Groups (SPGs), facilitate coordination among the SPGs in order to ensure compatibility and consistency in terms of, for example, input data, study assumptions, and modeling techniques; 

· Organize an educational workshop on study tools for economic analysis and interpretation of study results;

· Organize a workshop focused on improving economic analysis modeling techniques;

· Contract with an entity to perform economic studies for SSG-WI;

· Develop a “realistic” resource scenario for the 10-year time frame and perform studies to identify associated congestion and alternative solutions; and

· Update historical path congestion analysis for the western interconnection, integrating Available Transmission Capacity data into the analysis;

3. Project Advocacy

· As requested, provide support to project sponsors, Subregional Planning Groups and state agencies, through the state siting and permitting processes, for those projects having west wide benefits
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