NOTES

Monthly Planning Coordination Conference Call

CCPG, CREPC, NTAC, RMATS, SSG-WI, STEP, SWAT, WECC

June 1, 2004

Participants:

RMATS – Ray Brush, Ken Morris, Rich Bayless, Kurt Granat

CCPG – Bob Easton

CREPC – Doug Larson, Grace Anderson

STEP – Jeff Miller

SWAT – Rob Kondziolka, Charlie Reinhold

NTAC – Chris Reese, Marv Landauer

WECC – Phil Park, Chifong Thomas, Steve Rueckert, Donald Davies 

SSG-WI – Armie Perez, Dean Perry

NERC Reliability Standards -   

WECC Regional Difference for NERC Standard 600

The Group discussed the WECC request for Regional Difference in NERC Standard 600, “Determine Facility Ratings, System Operating Limits, and Transfer Capability”.  The standard will be posted shortly for pre ballot review.  This item was on the agenda to clarify the content of WECC Regional Difference request and to discuss the NERC voting process and how NERC will handle the WECC request.  NERC procedures require NERC to adopt Regional Differences unless NERC demonstrates an issue with the Regional Difference.  The burden of proof is on NERC.  WECC does not need to justify the request to NERC.  The WECC request is now included as a Regional Difference in the proposed Standard.  This will be the first test of the NERC process to see how regional differences are handled in the NERC voting process.

NERC Planning SAR

The NERC SAR, “Assessing Transmission Future Needs and Developing Transmission Plans” is now out for vote, with ballots due to NERC June 5, 2004.  Chifong will send copies of the above NERC Standards and SAR to those on the call. 

The Group discussed the WECC request for Regional Difference in NERC Standard 600, “Determine Facility Ratings, System Operating Limits, and Transfer Capability”.  The standard will be posted shortly for pre ballot review.  This item was on the agenda to clarify the content of WECC Regional Difference request that covers an entire interconnection and to discuss the NERC voting process and how NERC will handle the WECC request.  NERC procedures require NERC to adopt Regional Differences covering an interconnection unless NERC demonstrates an issue with the Regional Difference.  The burden of proof is on NERC.  WECC does not need to justify the request to NERC.  The WECC request is now included as a Regional Difference in the proposed Standard.  This will be the first test of the NERC process to see how regional differences are handled in the NERC voting process.  Western governors will be interested in how NERC handles an interconnection-wide request for deference.
NERC Planning SAR

The NERC SAR, “Assessing Transmission Future Needs and Developing Transmission Plans” is now posted for comments.  Comments are due to NERC June 5, 2004.  Chifong will send copies of the above NERC Standards and SAR to those on the call. 

Production Costing Database Management

Armie Perez, SSG-WI Steering Group member, indicated that at his suggestion SSG-WI has requested that he contact WECC to see if WECC might take on management of the production costing database as a WECC function, paid for and budgeted by WECC.  Most of those on the call indicated support for pursuing this with WECC and suggested conditions they would like incorporated. These included a minimum of 3 year WECC commitment to budget support of the database, WECC will not initiate a production costing study program, and database availability should be consistent with the SSG-WI RFP.  Armie will present the proposal to the WECC Planning Coordination Committee at their June 10-11, 2004 meeting in San Francisco.  He will prepare a power point presentation that will be sent to those on the call.  Rich Bayless/Kurt Granat will send Armie a power point presentation they have used with SSG-WI.  Pacificorp’s agreement is that it will transfer the database to SSG-WI subject to terms and conditions of a Transfer Agreement between PacifiCorp and SSGWI.  SSGWI could then choose to delegate maintenance to WECC via similar terms and conditions and agreement.  Pacificorp was asked to consider an option of a direct transfer to WECC.  In addition, it was suggested that SSG-WI should direct the database development process, since SSG-WI and the SPGs will be primary users of the database.  Also, that the database be transparent and an annual database preparation process be developed. PacifiCorp indicated its understanding that SSG-WI will remain the steward of the regional economic transmission planning process.
Phil Park indicated that a new item would be added to the PCC Agenda for the June 10-11, 2004 meeting, to address this discussion.  Armie will make the presentation.  PCC will be asked to accept the proposal.  If PCC accepts, a meeting will be scheduled between SSG-WI, WECC and Pacificorp prior to the next WECC Board Meeting, to work out any details of the such a database transfer if agreed and to prepare for the WECC Board presentation.  CREPC would also like to be involved.  Kurt Granat was asked to send to the group the Pacificorp Power Point presentation, the Pacificorp Database License Agreement and the draft Transfer Agreement between SSG-WI and Pacificorp.

PCC Meeting  - Agenda Coordination

Phil Park review the PCC agenda items of interest to those on the phone, including preparation for the database proposal discussion, presentations of status reports by the Subregional planning Groups, and a presentation by ABB on their Market Simulator program.

SSG-WI request for SPG helps in preparation of the 2004 Database

It was indicated that SSG-WI should continue to play a coordination role with the SPGs, for defining what production costing database should be developed by WECC even if WECC assumes responsibility for preparation of the Database.  SWAT, NTAC, STEP and RMATS representatives indicated they were discussing this within their groups, but agreed generally with this concept.  Jeff Miller will send an Email to the four SPGs to request confirmation of their support.  After this, a data request letter will be drafted to send to the four SPGs.  

WECC 2004 Base Cases 

Steve Rueckert will send to the group, the web site link to the WECC web page where  the list of 2004  power flow cases can be found.

NEXT MONTHLY CALL – Tuesday, July 6, 2004 – 8:00 am PDT and Arizona time, 9:00 MDT.

