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Purpose and Format of Workshop
For more than two decades, investment in the transmission grid in the United States has not kept pace with the growth in peak electric demand.  Given the importance of the grid to electric reliability and a sound economy, this course is not sustainable for the long term.  
To aid the development of new transmission capacity in key areas, and to better understand the practical issues that need to be resolved to facilitate adequate investment in new transmission capacity, the U.S. Department of Energy’s Office of Electric Transmission and Distribution (OETD) proposes to identify periodically National Interest Electric Transmission Bottlenecks (NIETBs), and to work pragmatically with stakeholders in the affected areas to develop appropriate solutions to such bottlenecks.  A “transmission bottleneck” occurs when there is not enough transmission capability to accommodate all requests to transfer electricity over existing lines and maintain adequate safety margins for reliability. OETD recognizes that in some situations alternatives to the development of new transmission lines or the upgrading of existing lines will be available and preferable, and it intends to support such alternatives when appropriate.  

The purpose of this workshop is to learn from stakeholders what they believe to be the major issues associated with the designation of NIETBs, and how they believe the NIETB process should be designed to maximize its benefits to the users of the grid and to electricity consumers.  

The format of this workshop will be a series of facilitated panels.  The facilitator will frame key questions and the panelists will present basic information relevant to the NIETB process.  After each set of panelists has spoken, the facilitator will summarize the basic issues and take suggestions, comments, or questions from the floor.  The last session will be an open discussion aimed at refining the core issues, identifying conclusions emerging from the dialogue, and listing next steps.
Preliminary Agenda

Meeting Facilitator:  Rich Scheer, Energetics, Inc.

1:00:  Welcome and Introduction  --  Jimmy Glotfelty, Director, DOE Office of Electric Transmission and Distribution (OETD).  Jimmy will set the context for the discussion with a 15-minute review of considerations such as: 
· Purpose of identifying National Interest Electric Transmission Bottlenecks (NIETBs)
· Inadequacy of transmission investment since 1980s

· Indices of rising transmission congestion

· Impacts of congestion on reliability and consumer costs

· Proposed NIETB process
· Effects of designating an interface as an NIETB –  under present law and under proposed legislation

1:30:  Panel 1  –  Shaping the NIETB Process to Add Value 
The NIETB process will be an addition to the existing transmission planning and approval processes.  The challenge is to shape the NIETB process so that it enhances these larger processes.  This panel will focus on criteria for designating NIETBs, and alternative roles for OETD once an interface has been designated as an NIETB.
· Reliability-related indicators for designation of NIETBs
· Economic indicators for designation of NIETBs

· Improving the existing planning and approval processes
2:30:  Panel 2 – Information Needed for NIETB Identification, and Possible Sources
· Existing regional transmission plans as information sources; alternatives where such plans are not available
· Transmission-related data
· Western perspective
· Eastern perspective
· break –

3:45:  Panel 3  –  Meeting Regional Needs Through the NIETB Process (project-level focus)
· North Dakota’s need for transmission to export electricity from new wind and coal generation

· Solving New England’s problems of stranded generation

· Delivering coal-fired generation from Midwest to Eastern markets [Peabody’s proposals]
· New transmission projects in Wisconsin

4:45:  Panel 4:  Open Discussion and Wrap-Up
· Review of core issues
· Conclusions
· Next steps for OETD, others
5:45:  Cash Bar Reception and Further Discussion
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