NOTES

Monthly Planning Coordination Conference Call

CCPG, CREPC, NTAC, RMATS, SSG-WI, STEP, SWAT, WECC

July 6, 2004

Participants:

RMATS – Ray Brush, Rich Bayless, Steve Waddington

CCPG – John Greenlaw

CREPC – Doug Larson

STEP –  

SWAT – Charlie Reinhold

NTAC – Marv Landauer

WECC – Chifong Thomas, Steve Rueckert 

SSG-WI – Dean Perry

Update on Comments received from PWG on Database Transfer to WECC   

Rich Bayless and Dean Perry discussed the status of the Database transfer from PacifiCorp to WECC and summarized the comments received from the SSG-WI PWG’s review of the draft Transfer Proposal document.  The Proposal has now been redrafted, incorporating comments received.  It has been posted on the SSG-WI Web Site.  PacifiCorp has prepared a Database Transfer Agreement which is also posted on the Web Site.

Comments from the PWG related to the status of the database following the 3 year term of the PacifiCorp / WECC Transfer Agreement and on the role of SSG-WI after the database is transferred and on WECC’s role in expansion planning studies.  Under the Agreement, following the initial 3 year period, SSG-WI and WECC would negotiate a continuing agreement.  If agreement cannot be successfully negotiated or if SSG-WI goes out of existence, WECC would assign the database rights to WIEB.  WIEB would then assume responsibility for determining which regional organization should maintain the database.   

The SSG-WI Steering Group will consider the proposal at their meeting July 9 in Seattle.  It is planned to send the proposal to WECC by July 16.  The proposal will be presented to WECC at their July 29-30 Board Meeting.   

RMATS recommendations for Export case from the RMATS region

Ray Brush summarized RMAT’s work looking at the scenario where resources developed within the Rocky Mountain region exceed regional load needs.  Additional facilities were required to alleviate congestion on export paths.  It was found that the economics were similar for increasing either the Montana to NW path capability or the Idaho to NW path capability. 

Brief Updates on status of SPG Studies

RMATS – Ray Brush indicated that in addition to the above export scenario findings, RMATS plans to wrap up its work in August and issue a final report in September.

SWAT – Charlie Reinhold indicated that five areas are currently under study in SWAT.  A list of alternatives under study should be available by 3rd or 4th quarter of this year.  It is planned to issue a final report by the end of this calendar year. 

NTAC – Marv Landauer indicated that NTAC is focusing on three study areas; Canada to California, Montana to the NW and Utah to the NW.  Initial screening studies are adding facilities needed to maintain constant phase angle across a path.  If there is sufficient interest in initial options from the screening studies, additional studies will be run, including production costing studies. NTAC’s next meeting is July 10. 

It was observed that there needs to be close coordination between the NTAC and RMATS work because of the commonality of the paths under study.  It appears there are several folks involved in both studies and this should be adequate to avoid duplication.  For the common interconnection facilities, NTAC’s work will focus on western facility needs while RMATS will focus on eastern needs.

CCPG – John Greenlaw reported that XCEL has filed its least cost plan with the State PUC.
STEP – No Report

DOE Workshop on Transmission Bottlenecks – July 14 in Salt Lake

Steve Waddington will make a presentation at the July 14 DOE Transmission Bottleneck Workshop in Salt Lake.  He asked for input on areas he should emphasize.  The objective of the Workshop is to provide discussion on how DOE might identify National Interest Transmission Bottlenecks.  Steve’s presentation will address SSG-WI and RMATS and the accessibility of data needed to perform the studies.  Doug Larson suggested that Steve’s presentation is just what is needed.  He suggested that Steve emphasize the western process used by SSG-WI and the SPGs used to develop the current regional commercial database and plans for continuing that work.  Also, it was suggested Steve emphasize how the process has successfully evolved in the West to a broad stakeholder process.  Apparently other regions are having problems making this work effectively.

Steve will send a copy of his proposed slides to the group for review and comment prior to the Workshop.

NEXT MONTHLY CALL – Tuesday, August 3, 2004 – 8:00 am PDT and Arizona time, 9:00 am MDT.

