Notes

SSG-WI / SubRegional Planning Group Coordination

Conference Call 

July 19, 2004

Participants:

Bob Easton – RMATS and CCPG

Armie Perez – STEP

Charlie Reinhold – SWAT

Chris Reese – NTAC

Phil Park – WECC

Dean Perry – SSG-WI

Purpose of the Conference Call - 

Purpose of the Conference Call was to follow-up on a request made at the June 21, 2004 SSG-WI PWG meeting that we document the planning relationship between SSG-WI and the Subregional Planning Groups (SPGs).  

Discussion of Roles of SSG-WI and SPGs

The following ideas were discussed on the call - - -  

The SPGs were formed independent of SSG-WI, to address a regional area’s needs.  SWAT is a good example.  Some were formed before the SSG-WI PWG, some afterwards.  It is now recognized that there is a need for 4, 5 or 6 permanent SPGs to work with SSG-WI.  

a) Role of SSG-WI

SSG-WI would take project proposals generated within each SPG and assess which of the facilities provide interconnection wide benefit and which should have a more detailed look. SSG-WI would be the forum for interconnection wide coordination of SPG individual project plans.  Potentially overlapping projects would be identified.  With input from the SPGs, SSG-WI would analyze and develop an interconnection wide expansion plan.

SSG-WI PWG’s focus would be on interconnection wide needs.  The SSG-WI PWG studies would determine which Projects should have a more detailed look from an interconnection wide view.  SSG-WI would consolidate the results of the individual SPG studies.  

b)   Role of SPGs 

The SPGs role is to focus on their regional area needs.  The SPGs, being most familiar with their area situation, would identify their “best alternatives” for their area.  Project developers would take their ideas to the SPGs for evaluation by the particular area and also to the SSG-WI PWG, to identify how their project meets interconnection wide needs and how their project fits with projects under study by other SPGs.  This would help developers move their projects forward and help state regulators understand interconnection wide benefits of projects studied within the SPGs.

c)  WECC role

Phil Park indicated he views WECC’s relationship with the SPGs and SSG-WI the same as its relationship with any individual Transmission Provider or WECC Member

WECC should continue having status reports from SSG-WI and the SPGs as agenda items at the PCC meeting.

Bob Easton indicated that, as an example, RMATS is looking at export cases and there is a need for feedback from other SPGs on the assumptions used. 

It was indicated that overall coordination of SPG project ideas is not happening today.  Different alternatives may be generated within the SPGs and SSG-WI should be the entity that pulls it all together and looks at the interconnection wide benefits.  The SSG-WI/SPG planning process is new and is still being worked on which may explain why there are still some problems today.

It was suggested that whether SSG-WI stays around or not – the PWG needs to stay around.  This function we’re discussing about WECC-wide coordination has to take place.  We could take the SPG reports/ideas and come up with an overall SSG-WI study plan.  The PWG should discuss this at their next meeting.  

It was suggested that SSG-WI should lead the coordination of economic study effort of the SPGs – WECC should take care of the reliability side.  

.

Follow-up Action

It was decided that Dean should put together notes for the call and send them first to those participating on the call, and then to the SSG-WI PWG to get their input.  Then a small group consisting of SSG-WI, each SPG and Phil Park, representing WECC should develop a proposal to describe this relationship, including the relationship with WECC. 

