NOTES

Monthly Planning Coordination Conference Call

CCPG, CREPC, NTAC, RMATS, SSG-WI, STEP, SWAT, WECC

September 7, 2004

Participants:

RMATS – Ray Brush, Rich Bayless, Ken Morris, Jim Tucker, Jamie Austin, John Carr

CCPG – Bob Easton

CREPC – Doug Larson

STEP –  Jeff Miller

SWAT – Charlie Reinhold, Gary Romero

NTAC – Chris Reese

WECC – Phil Park, Donald Davies 

SSG-WI – Dean Perry

CaISO –  Armie Perez

Update on Database Transfer to WECC   

Rich Bayless and Donald Davies discussed the status of the Database transfer from PacifiCorp to WECC.  PacifiCorp met with Louise McCarren last week and discussed principles.  There appears to be a common understanding of the principles underlying the database transfer.  A Principles document is now being drafted.  Discussions are on track to finalize the agreement within the 60 day time period requested by the WECC Board.  Louise is to take the final negotiated agreement back to the WECC Board for approval.

SSG-WI / SPG / WECC Coordination document

Charlie Reinhold reported on the work underway to document the working relationship among SSG-WI, the Subregional Planning Groups and WECC.  A draft document has been prepared for discussion at the September 13, 2004 SSG-WI Planning WG meeting.

The small group that reviewed the paper had a conference call last Friday.  Changes from that call have been made and are posted on the SSG-WI website.  They are looking at a matrix that has timelines for reporting activities of WECC and others to see if there is any overlap. 

Brief Updates on status of SPG Studies (It was requested that the SPGs make brief status reports on each future Monthly Planning Group coordination call) 

RMATS – Doug Larson reported that Phase 1 results would be presented at a stakeholder meeting on September 29.  There will be three Governors and one FERC representative in attendance.  The Phase One study report will be presented at this meeting.  Doug went over the three study recommendations; One – internal; Two – export (not as well defined); Three – process recommendations.  What is the on-going status for RMATS?  The process recommendation is to keep the technical effort ongoing within RMATS.  There is no real governance/institutional structure.  There is a Phase Two effort that will focus on cost/benefit/siting issues.
SWAT – Gary Romero reported that SWAT last met on August 23.  The four subcommittees presented their study (study plans) for approval from the oversite committee.  The bulk were approved.  Next meeting is scheduled for October at NPC offices in Las Vegas.  The four subcommittees are: Colorado River subcommittee – study this area; CATS – looking at central Arizona; Co/Az subcommittee; and NM subcommittee.  They are working off a 2014 base case.  They are doing strictly powerflow work so far.  Schedule calls for all studies to be completed by the end of this year.

NTAC – Chris Reese reported that studies are underway on Montana to Northwest, Alberta to Northwest (to John Day) and Canada to California.  One of their next efforts will be to coordinate with the RMATS export studies.  They will wait until the RMATS effort begins its reliability-type studies then support that effort.  There is more of a delivery-end problem (in the NW) than it is a resource-end issue (MT/WY).  Montana to Northwest studies are looking at both 300 and 750 MW capacity increases from Colstrip to the Northwest as a first step since it is expected these levels will not require significant transmission investment.  Next meeting of NTAC is October 24, 2004.

Doug mentioned that we need to keep the State IRPs in mind.

CCPG – Bob Easton reported that CCPG last met on August 23.  There was discussion at that meeting related to “code of conduct” issues.  Discussed split meeting (public/reliability) versus point meeting.  Word CCPG got from a Standard of Conduct Compliance Officer was that as long as the agenda and meeting location are posted sometime (2 weeks) prior to the meeting, there should be no issue on having a joint meeting.  CCPG decided to keep their August 23rd meeting as “separate” because that is the way it was posted, but to have joint meetings in the future. 

STEP – Jeff Miller reported that STEP is currently waiting for some of the initially identified projects to move forward.  Next meeting is scheduled for October 1 in San Diego, at which time there will be reports on the status of previously identified projects and discussion about longer term projects (P.V. #2 and a new line into San Diego area).

Jeff reported that information on other projects in California is available on the CaISO Web Site.  You can log onto caiso.com into a secure area and get all the study reports of all the efforts going on within California – look for the ISO-Controlled Grid Plan.  This checks the PTO individual plans.  Jeff is moving some stuff into there secure area – will send the steps to log in to the SSG-WI group.

NEXT MONTHLY CALL – Tuesday, October 5, 2004 – 8:00 am PDT and Arizona time, 9:00 am MDT.

