DRAFT:  September 6, 2004
COORDINATION OF PLANNING ACTIVITIES

among

SUBREGIONAL PLANNING GROUPS (SPG),

SEAMS STEERING GROUP – WESTERN

INTERCONNECTION (SSG-WI)

and

WESTERN ELECTRICITY COORDINATNG
COUNCIL (WECC)
PURPOSE:
The Western Interconnection currently has multiple forums that perform or review transmission planning activities.  In order to avoid overlap or duplication of functions, or the omission of a critical function from any one of the forums, a this document sets out the method of coordinating the transmission planning functions in the Western Interconnection.  The planning activities of an individual transmission owner is not addressed, but it is assumed that the results of such efforts will be fed into either or both of the activities of an SPG and WECC.

BACKGROUND:

In the Western Interconnection today there are a number of organizations or less formal groups active in the transmission planning arena.  The Western Electricity Coordinating Council (WECC) is the reliability council for the interconnection and oversees the coordination of transmission plans to ensure compliance with WECC reliability criteria.  The Seams Steering Group – Western Interconnection (SSG-WI) Planning Work Group (PWG) was formed for the purpose of addressing planning issues that might arise at the seams between RTOs in the future and to continue the economic transmission expansion planning efforts facilitated by the Western Governors Association in 2001.  Additionally, a number of ad hoc subregional planning groups (SPG) were formed both prior to and after the start of the PWG activities to focus on expansion and reliability planning in discrete areas of the Western Interconnection
.  In order to avoid duplication of efforts, to coordinate the use of data and study assumptions, and to ultimately develop projects that provide overall maximum benefits for all regions of the Western Interconnection, the RPGs, SSG-WI, and WECC have drafted this joint statement of Coordination of Planning Activities in the Western Interconnection.
GROUP ROLES

SUBREGIONAL PLANNING GROUPS:

The SPGs will focus on a limited portion of the Western Interconnection and will plan for subregional area needs.  Each SPG will determine its primary planning focus and method of pursuing plans.  The use of interconnection-wide models and planning tools developed through the PWG is strongly encouraged.  Each SPG will ultimately determine the best planning alternatives for its region and will report its findings periodically to both PWG and WECC for inclusion in those organizations’ processes.

It is expected that project developers (wires and non-wires) will introduce their suggestions into the SPG process for study as a subregional alternative.  Each SPG will also address projects developed by other SPGs or PWG for impacts within its subregion or assumptions developed by other SPGs or the PWG, as outlined below.  Studies by an SPG that overlap facilities under consideration by another SPG are encouraged, but both SPGs should coordinate their activities to eliminate duplicative studies.
SSG-WI PLANNING WORK GROUP:

The PWG’s primary functions will be to direct and manage the PWG processes, including conducting interconnection-wide economic expansion analyses, overseeing the maintenance of an economic expansion planning database (the function will be performed by WECC), and to reviewing projects reported by the SPGs.  PWG will assess which proposed projects provide interconnection-wide benefit and whether any should receive additional study by an SPG.  PWG will have the responsibility to bring together all SPGs impacted by the continued development of a project proposed by another SPG.  Potentially overlapping projects will be recommended to the appropriate SPGs for further analysis to determine the better project from a regional (i.e. interconnection-wide) perspective.  PWG will periodically develop an interconnection-wide expansion plan based on its expansion studies and the projects developed by the SPGs.
WECC:
WECC will continue to act as the regional reliability coordinator for the Western Interconnection.  WECC’s role will be to assess the reliability impacts of any project proposed by an SPG or PWG, the same any other transmission provider or WECC member.  WECC will review periodic reports from PWG and SPGs and will provide time at Planning Coordination Committee meetings for more in-depth presentations on status and projects.

TIMELINES:  (A representative timeline is under consideration to provide a rational sequence of planning activities among the various groups.)

�   The Central Arizona Transmission Study (CATS) and Southwest Transmission Expansion Project (STEP) were functioning prior to the start of the PWG efforts.  The Northwest Transmission Assessment Committee (NTAC), Rocky Mountain Area Transmission Study Group (RMATS) and Southwest Area Transmission Study Group (SWAT) began their planning efforts after the formation of PWG.  The remaining planning functions of  CATS are now being conducted by a focus group within SWAT, and CATS no longer exists as a separate planning forum.
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