NOTES

Monthly Planning Group Coordination Conference Call

CCPG, CREPC, NTAC, RMATS, SSG-WI, STEP, SWAT, WECC

December 7, 2004

Participants:

RMATS – Ken Morris, Rich Bayless

CCPG – Bob Easton

CREPC – Doug Larson

STEP –  

SWAT – Gary Romero

NTAC – Marv Landauer

WECC – Phil Park, Steve Rueckert, Donald Davies 

SSG-WI – Dean Perry

Report on December 3, 2004 WGA Meeting – Doug Larson

At their business meeting on June 20, 2004, Western Governors accepted CREPC’s recommendations to enhance the state/provincial regional electricity function in the WI and directed CREPC to recommend a funding mechanism for financing the recommended activities.  The Governors intend to take up CREPC’s recommendation at their March 1 meeting.  At their December 3, 2004 meeting, Western Governors directed Western Governors’ Association staff, in consultation with CREPC, to monitor the status of the Western electric power industry’s capacity to address regional electricity issues and report to the Governors prior to their March 1 meeting.  Funding is proposed as a pass through from existing WECC funding sources (Control Areas).   

SSG-WI Work Plan – Dean Perry

The SSG-WI Planning WG is developing a Work Plan intended to move discussions forward within SSG-WI and the region to institutionalize the regional expansion planning process and to request funding from the SSG-WI Steering Group to implement the 2005 SSG-WI expansion planning program.  Up to this point in time the effort has been a volunteer effort.  In 2005, the program will continue to rely heavily on volunteer support from PAC, BPA, CAISO and WECC.  More formal arrangements are needed soon to move the program forward.  The draft Work Plan will be sent to the SSG-WI PWG for comments this week.  Comments are due to Dean by December 17th.  During development of the draft, it was suggested dropping reference to “transmission adequacy” standards as a function of regional planning.   Rich Bayless thinks this should be added back in – including addressing the economics.  Adequacy standards need to address what is really adequate, including the economic aspects of curtailments and re-dispatch.  BPA and CAISO are working through this issue and there is a need to coordinate the work plan/paper with their efforts.  Dean will add reference to development of regional adequacy standards back into the draft and request comments on this from the PWG.

Report on WECC Board Meeting – December 3, 2004 – Steve Rueckert/Phil Park

The WECC Board approved their 2005 budget at the WECC Board Meeting on December 3.  The 2005 budget did not include funding the SSG-WI database administration and maintenance  work, estimated to cost approximately $400,000.  This was deferred into 2006.  Louise has indicated that WECC would continue to support the SSG-WI work to the extent they can within their current staffing and budgeting constraints.  The Production Simulation Program TF, chaired by Chris Reese, will continue to look into what program WECC should procure.   Rich Bayless asked about a WECC filing with FERC.  Doug Larson has a copy and will send it to the group.  It appears the filing’s purpose was to notify FERC of the WECC Bylaw changes approved by the WECC Board.  One example of the Bylaws changes is removal of the wording restricting WECC from performing regional expansion studies.

Registration for NERC Planning Standards – Version 0.

WECC has asked its Members, through a request to the Member Representative, to indicate to WECC by December 17, 2004 how they intend to register under Version 0 of the NERC Planning Standards.  After registration, Members will be required to comply with the standards applicable to the category in which they register.  WECC is scheduling a Workshop on January 5, 2005 in Phoenix to discuss the registration issue.  Representatives of NERC have been invited to attend.  It appears there is confusion regarding the difference between the Planning Authority and Transmission Planner.  During discussion on the call, it was indicated that, as an example, the CAISO might consider themselves the Planning Authority and SCE, PG&E, etc. the Transmission Planners.  BPA feels the Transmission Planner is the entity that does the work and the Planning Authority is who makes the decisions.  Based on this definition, most entities will likely consider themselves as both the Planning Authority and the Transmission Planner.  

Next Conference Call – Tuesday, January 4, 8:00 am PST, 9:00 am MST
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