SSG-WI PWG Coordination call – 12/7/04
Doug Larson – Western Governors business meeting last week.  CREPC recommendation on how the States could fund regional electric expansion issues. Discussion will not occur until March 2005.  Directed WGA staff to monitor Western Interconnection on how regional planning is being addressed.  Partial funding may be proposed to come from existing WECC funding source (Control Areas).  Easton suggested this would be hard to handle as the WECC dues are scheduled to rise by 25% in each of the next two years.

Need to procure several more planning database licenses from ABB.  Should go back to SSG-WI Steering Committee requesting funding.  Need to develop a work plan on how this regional planning process should move forward.  It’s been a volunteer effort to this point.  It will need some more formal arrangement soon.  Dean is in process of developing the first draft of this work plan and will send out this week.  Focus on what’s needed for 2005 funding and staff time – we’re relying heavily on PAC, BPA, and WECC staff for now – database development and completing the work plan from 2004.  Comments will be due to Dean by December 17th.  Jeff Miller suggested dropping any reference to “transmission adequacy” and standards.  Thinks this is something that WECC is already addressing.  Rich Bayless thinks this should be added back in – including addressing the economics.  Adequacy standards need to address what is really adequate, including the economic aspects of say curtailments and re-dispatch.  BPA and CAISO are working through this issue and need to coordinate the work plan/paper with two efforts.
WECC Board Meeting last week – The SSG-WI database funding issue ($400,000) got deferred to next year.  Louise committed that WECC would support whatever they could.  The group (Chris Reese) should continue to look into what database to procure.  Question on whether they are looking at the “future state” of the entire SSG-WI-like planning effort.  Rich heard about a FERC filing regarding economic assessments – anyone else?  Is this regarding the change in the Bylaws taking out the restriction of not performing regional expansion studies.
December 17th due to WECC on how you propose to register under Version 0?  There is a compliance workshop on January 5th in Phoenix.  There is no clear understanding in the difference between Planning Authority vs. Transmission Planner.  The CAISO considers themselves the Planning Authority and SCE, PG&E, etc. are Transmission Planners.  Marv’s simple answer is TP is who does the work, the PA is who makes the decisions.  So, most if us look to be both entities…  
