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1. Maintain and upgrade PWG data base (This presumes the transfer of the PacifiCorp cost/production database to SSG-WI) (RFP related)


2. Update the ten-year base case (2013) and integrate any results from sub-regional planning efforts and LSE resource plans.  (RFP related)

a. The intention is that the updated runs would not be “bookends” but a more realistic picture of likely generation and related transmission needs.

b. Study scenarios would meet state Renewable Portfolio Standards where applicable.

c. Base cases should reflect the current thinking of the sub-regional groups.

d. Studies should reflect the use of existing and potential flow control devices to relieve congestion.

3. Identify new tools for transmission production cost modeling:

a. Examine experience with analyses to identify the beneficiaries of transmission expansion and incorporate successful analysis techniques into SSG-WI work

b. Examine experience with application of bidding behaviour models

c. Identify improvements to the existing production cost model such as hydro modeling, wind modeling, losses, etc. 

d. Determine the need for and availability of any tools that determine LOLP based on transmission constraints and availability (adequacy) in addition to resource availability.  


4. Review results of 2003 SSG-WI planning study to determine lessons learned, determine how best to evaluate results from a cost/production study, more fully understand study caveats, develop any additional recommendations and to take appropriate action on study recommendations.


5. Update actual flows study and supplement the study with an analysis of OASIS data to develop an explanation of disparities between actual flows and experiences in securing transmission access.  


6. Identify issues between the sub-regions that may arise in the base cases and assess the impacts.


7. Initiate a transmission planning effort to identify a set of high level conceptual transmission layouts for the future development of the Western Interconnection high voltage transmission system in the 20 year plus time period.
