SSG-WI PWG Activities

Following is a list of the present activities of the SSG-WI Planning WG for which work is currently on going or expected to be initiated during the remainder of 2004.   

The role of the PWG chair in much of this work is to facilitate the forward movement of these activities by assigning the work, reviewing work products and serving as a staff resource to the efforts as needed through drafting and  developing documentation, organizing meetings and conference calls and associated agenda.   The direct leadership of much of the work is delegated to the chairs of PWG WGs or Task Groups or individual members of the PWG.    

1. 2004 Study Program

At the Sept 13 PWG meeting, it was decided to proceed with the study of a “realistic” resource scenario case, using the existing SSG-WI database.  Pacificorp volunteered to review internal workload to see if their staff can run the study for SSG-WI.  The goal is to initiate and hopefully complete this study by the end of this year.  The States are interested in seeing the “realistic” resource case completed.  From this study, a transmission project will be identified to run through the WGA Protocol siting procedure as a “test case”.

2. Update 2004 Base Case for “Realistic” Resource Scenario

To prepare for the “realistic” scenario case, a base case needs to be prepared to represent the realistic resource scenario.  The PWG Technical Support Group has the lead (Jeff Miller chairs) in developing the assumptions for this study.     The state’s IRPs will be used as a basis for developing the resource scenario to the extent possible.  Through the Stakeholder process, we will attempt to get consensus from the various resource advocates on the resource assumptions in the study.

3. 2005 Database

Work is now beginning to identify and resolve the issues associated with the next major update of the SSG-WI Database by WECC.  The questions that need to be resolved were presented to the PWG at the Sept 13 meeting.  Donald Davies is heading up a Task Group under the PWG’s Technical Support Group.  The current work is preparatory work to assembling the 2005 database.

4. Review of Production Costing Programs for procurement by WECC

The PWG is initiating a review of existing programs to see which program WECC should procure for its work on the SSG-WI database.  A letter is being drafted that will be issued jointly by the Chairs of the WECC PCC and SSG-WI PWG to initiate this program review effort.  We will then need to organize the review effort.

5. CREPC Meeting

Doug Larson has asked the PWG Chair to attend the October CREPC meeting in Vancouver BC and make a presentation on PWG activities, particularly on the “realistic” resource scenario work.  He wants to get the states involved in development of the study and the use of state IRPs in the base case.

6. National Wind Coordinating Committee Meeting

The NWCC is scheduling a meeting in January 2005 and has on their agenda a report from the SSG-WI PWG.  Preparation for this presentation will need to be during December 2004.

7. PWG Meeting

The Next PWG meeting is scheduled for November 16, 2004 in Las Vegas.  The Chairs work will include normal preparation work before the meeting and followup work (documenting and initiating actions, meeting minutes, etc.) after the meeting.

8. Historical Path Congestion Study

The analysis of Path Congestion has been done on a biennial basis; the last effort was sponsored by SSG-WI.  Previous efforts were sponsored by the RTAs.  The last report was issued in February 2003, with the work performed in 2002.  This work is used as a benchmark for SSG-WI’s production costing modeling work and by others interested in the historical level of path usage in the West.  

To keep on this 2 year cycle, the work should be beginning now in preparation for a report in Spring 2005.  As a side note, WECC is currently reviewing whether it is required to issue a Biennial Transmission Plan as part of their responsibility with the merger of WRTA and SWRTA into WECC.  In the past, WECC has deferred to SSG-WI’s work on path congestion as meeting their Biennial Transmission Plan requirement.

9. Workshop Followup

Interest has been expressed in identifying followup actions to the production costing modeling work discussed at the Sept 14-15 Workshop.  Formation of a User’s Group was one suggestion.  The PWG Modeling WG will be tasked to identify follow-up work, recognizing there will likely be no budget dollars from SSG-WI for modeling work.

10. Monthly Planning Group Coordination Calls

Currently, the PWG Chair facilitates coordination of planning issues among SSG-WI, WECC, the SPGs and CREPC through a monthly conference call.  This is part of the facilitation role SSG-WI is playing in the interconnection.

11. Planning Process

The PWG is currently documenting the working relationship between WECC, SSG-WI and the 5 SPGs.  Charlie Reinhold is taking the lead, working with the PWG’s Planning Process WG.  A draft has been prepared and was discussed at the Sept 13 PWG meeting.  The document will now be redrafted and integrated into the PWG Planning Process document.

12.   Miscellaneous PWG Chair Activities

The PWG Chair position is contacted on a regular basis by individuals and groups seeking information on SSG-WI and the planning work efforts in the west.    This is an ongoing activity that requires attention on an as needed basis.

Occasionally, groups ask the PWG chair to attend their activities to give briefings.  An example was the SW Renewable Energy Workshop in Santa Fe during August 2004. 

The PWG Chair also attends the SSG-WI Steering Group meetings on an as needed basis.

