Notes

Grid West Filer’s Conference Call

June 15, 2004

Preparation for June 17 SSG-WI Steering Group Conference Call

Issue: Transfer of SSG-WI/Pacificorp Database to WECC

Dean Perry presented an overview of the database issue and requested input from the Filers on (1) their vision for the planning role of SSG-WI and (2) guidance for Grid West SSG-WI representatives on the transfer of data from Pacificorp to WECC.  Phil Park presented an overview of the discussion of this issue at the WECC PCC meeting on June 11, indicating that the WECC PCC agreed (by straw ballot) with WECC assuming the database management responsibility.  The PCC was split 50/50 on whether WECC staff should run studies if requested by its members for a fee.  

Options for transfer of the database were presented, including (1) direct transfer from Pacificorp to WECC, with SSG-WI having little control over the data and (2) transfer from Pacificorp to SSG-WI and from SSG-WI to WECC, keeping SSG-WI in a position to control the development work.  Bud suggested a third option involving a direct transfer to WECC, with a formal agreement between SSG-WI and WECC describing the role of SSG-WI in future data work with specified limitations on WECC’s use of the data to initiate economic studies.

Bud then asked for input form the Filers.  Following are specific comments from the Filers: 

Syd – Not enthusiastic about WECC taking on the database role, nervous about it.  However willing to “go with the flow” and let WECC peform the database management.  SSG-WI should keep control of the quality of the data.

Randy – Would rather the function not go to WECC, but can go along with it.  WECC should not run studies.

Chuck – Agree with Randy and Syd.  WECC is probably better suited today than SSG-WI, to perform the database management function.  Would like SSG-WI to keep control  of the commercial database.  Doesn’t like WECC doing commercial studies.  Can see the SPGs (referenced RMATS) paying WECC to run studies.

Ted – Agrees with Chuck.  

Paul – wants a well maintained database.  We’ll need to check that WECC is keeping the database up to date and well maintained.

Frank – WECC should not do studies.  We should use the database as negotiating leverage to get the conditions we want.

Chuck – Proposed adding a sunset feature so the WECC database management function ends after a fixed period of time and the database reverts to SSG-WI unless action is taken to extend it.

John – Have a philosophical problem with WECC taking care of the database.  Not right to mix commercial and reliability functions under WECC.  WECC can’t address commercial issues such as cost allocation and should not be a project advocate.

Conclusion - Direction to the Grid West Reps on SSG-WI:

The following summarizes the position of the Grid West Filers:

· Grid West Filers support the direct transfer of the “SSG-WI” commercial database from Pacificorp to WECC, though several expressed concerns. 

· The License Agreement transferring the database from Pacificorp to WECC  should include a SSG-WI/WECC MOU (or similar document) describing the conditions upon which the transfer is based as agreed to by WECC and SSG-WI (3 year commitment, role of SSG-WI, WECC will not initiate commercial expansion studies, etc.).

· SSG-WI should maintain control of the commercial parameters in the database.  

· Propose setting a sunset provision for the agreement with the database being returned to SSG-WI after a defined period of time, unless action is taken to extend the agreement.   

· WECC should not initiate and perform commercial expansion planning studies using the subject database.

